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Developed and originally produced by Clubbed Thumb as part of Summerworks 2023.

DEEP BLUE SOUND is presented by special arrangement with Broadway Licensing, 
LLC, servicing the Dramatists Play Service collection (www.dramatists.com).



CAST (In alphabetical order)

Matthew Abatti He/Him,
Ali •MFA Acting Year 3 

Diego Casasnovas-
Torres He/Him, John
•MFA Acting Year 3
 

Quaz Degraft He/Him, 
Chris •MFA Acting Year 3

Sonia Aliya Goswami 
She/Her, Ella •MFA Acting Year 3

Briana James She/Her,
Mary •MFA Acting Year 3

Michelle Jones Lee 
She/Her, Joy Mead 
•MFA Acting Year 3

Casey Landman 
She/Her, Mayor Annie 
•MFA Acting Year 3

Rama Orleans-Lindsay 
She/They, Leslie 
•MFA Acting Year 3

Vincent R. Williams 
He/Him, Gary •MFA Acting Year 3



Additional Deep Blue Sound Production Staff 
Vocal/Dialect Coach Louis Colaianni | Production Deputies Michelle Jones Lee, 
Alyssa Romero | Assistant Stage Managers Hannah Baker, Alyssa Romero
Production Manager/Stage Management Mentor Leia Crawford | Hair & Makeup 
Consultant Gary Domasin | Costume Mentor Samantha Jones | Production 
Engineer Sean Allinson | Projections Designer Sub Joe Shea | Technical Crew 
Kamran Akhtar, Victoria Amankwah, Ramon Calvillo Martinez, Lucy Lyu, 
Cat Gerbino, Faith Hernandez, Melissa McClintock, Myles McKenzie, Brooklyn 
Norrington, Joileeah Worley 

This production is performed without an intermission.

CONTENT WARNING  
Please be advised that this production includes depictions 
of death, discussions of sex, cults, and child abuse. 

LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT
USC is built on the unceded land of the Tongva, Chumash and Kizh people. We at SDA 
acknowledge and honor the Tongva, Chumash and Kizh people/communities and wish 
to amplify that they are still here. We encourage everyone to find out whose ancestral 
land you live on and commit to our shared responsibility to be agents of change, and 
for each of us to consider our roles in reconciliation, decolonization and allyship. 

Deep 
Blue 
Sound



NOTE FROM THE ARTISTIC TEAM

ABE KOOGLER’S beautiful and timely play, Deep Blue 
Sound, reminds us that, at that “end of it all,” it is the 
connections we make no matter how mundane, that 
show us how lucky we are to be alive. So many things 
happen every day, everywhere, all at once, and all 
the time—sickness, health, love, divorce, moving in, 
moving out, gentrification, whales go missing. The silly 
little things we do to cope, like poetry, sunglasses, 
wood chopping, rules, and dancing, are the only 
things we can do. The simple ability to connect is 
perhaps not only our deepest want as a species (and 
one not singular to us) but also our greatest strength. 
It is the desire to be seen, to be heard, and to be 
human, which is arguably a lot harder than it seems 
sometimes. A true ensemble piece, this work explores 
the importance of community and the importance 
of relying on one’s community, whether that be our 
relationships—platonic or romantic—our towns, our 
island, or our earth and everything that inhabits it. 
Hopefully, our rendition bolsters the heart we believe 
to have found during our time working on this story; at 
some point we find that we are all on the same island, 
at the same time. 

We hope our locals remind you of your locals. ■

“Time, like the sea, unties all knots.”
                    —Iris Murdoch 

“The greatest threat to our planet is the 
belief that someone else will save it.”
                    —Robert Swan OBE 



ADJUNCT LECTURERS AND PART-TIME FACULTY
Jill Alexander, John Allis, Emily Alpren, Robert Bailey, Jenni Barber, Mia Barron, Sarabeth Belon, Ahmed Best, 
Mallory Birkrem, Randy Blair, Wayne Brady, Tom Buderwitz, Frank Catalano, Adam Chambers, Lee Shallat 
Chemel, Corinne Chooey, Elsbeth M. Collins, Julián Juaquín Conde, Susan Dalian, Gregg T. Daniel, Debra De 
Liso, John DeMita, Amrita Dhaliwal, Gary Domasin, Ashley Eskew, Wayne Federman, Matthew Felten, Laurie 
Fisher, Lena Ford, Jared Gertner, Marin Helppie, Mireya Hepner, Finola Hughes, Paul Hungerford, Desi Jevon, 
Kendall Johnson, Justin Key, Marty Lamar, Edgar Landa, Adam Lebowitz-Lockard, Deborah Lew, Jennifer Lin, 
Daniel Lincoln, Anthony Lucca, Nick Massouh, Melissa Miles, Kevin McCorkle, Robert Mohler, Jeremiah O'Brian, 
Hugh O'Gorman, Doug Peck, Kosta Potamianos, Dwight Riveria, Gabriella Santinelli, Sim Sarna, Jennifer Sarvas, 
Kenneth Sawyer, Nathan W. Scheuer, Christopher Scott, Tessa Slovis, Yuka Takara, Billy Thompson, Lindsay 
Torrey, Sabra Williams, Anna Winget, Zakiya Young, Sabina Zúñiga Varela

Emeriti Faculty: Don Llewellyn, Eve Roberts, Andy Robinson, Eric Trules, James Wilson

DEAN
Emily Roxworthy

VICE DEAN
Lori Ray Fisher 

ASSOCIATE DEANS
Professor of Theatre Practice Anita Dashiell-Sparks 
(Vice Chair of Performance, George Burns Professor of Theatre)

Professor Oliver Mayer 

DISTINGUISHED PROFESSORS
Velina Hasu Houston (Resident Playwright) 

PROFESSORS
Sharon Marie Carnicke
Meiling Cheng

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS
Luis Alfaro (Director of MFA Dramatic Writing Program)
Alexandra Billings 
Takeshi Kata 
Stacy L. Smith 
Sibyl Wickersheimer

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS
Esther K. Chae
Ann Closs-Farley
Elizabeth Harper
Samantha C. Jones 
Melissa Treinkman

PROFESSORS OF THEATRE PRACTICE

Philip G. Allen (Chair of Design, Director of Sound Design) 

Brent Blair (Director of Theatre & Social Change) 

Kate Burton
Paula Cizmar 
(Co-Director, Institute for Theatre & Social Change) 

Louis Colaianni
Joseph Hacker
Duncan Mahoney (Technical Director)

Natsuko Ohama
Michele Shay (Chair of Performance)

Stephanie Shroyer
David Warshofsky 
(Director of MFA Acting, McKinlay Chair)

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS OF THEATRE PRACTICE
Kathleen Dunn-Muzingo
Scott Faris 
(Chair of Production & Stage Management, 
Alice M. Pollitt Professor of Stage Management) 

Melinda C. Finberg
Laura Flanagan 
Rena M. Heinrich
(Chair of Critical Studies & Dramatic Writing, 
Chair of Literary Committee)

MaryAnn Hu (Director of BFA Musical Theatre)

Zachary Steel (Director of Comedy)

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS OF THEATRE PRACTICE
Bayo Akinfemi (Director of BA Acting Practicum)

Boni B. Alvarez 
Kirstin Eggers
Stevie Johnson
S. Anindo Marshall 
Noel Nichols 
Tomm Polos 
Dan Shaner 
Tony Shayne
Judith Shelton 
Rodney To 
Tony Taccone 
Paul Urcioli



STAFF

ADMISSIONS & STUDENT SERVICES
Associate Dean Sergio Ramirez
Assistant Director of Admissions Ramón Valdez
Academic Advisors Aspen Cole, Samantha Bradfield
Office Manager Mabel Lopez
ADVANCEMENT
Associate Dean Sara Fousekis
Director of Advancement Kimberly Muhlbach
Alumni Relations & Annual Giving Manager Summer Grubaugh
Advancement Coordinator Kathy Morgan 
BUSINESS AFFAIRS
Associate Dean Kalief Washington
Department Business Administrator 
& Home Department Coordinator Crystal Balthrop
Budget/Business Analyst Marcus Walker
COMMUNICATIONS
Associate Dean Delphine Vasko
Content Marketing Manager Geoffrey Waring
Graphic Designer Christopher Komuro
Video & Streaming Manager Joe Shea 

DEANS’ OFFICE
Director of Information Technology Prakash Shirke
Director of Internships & Special Programs Meghan Laughlin
Director of the Professional Development Center Debi Manwiller 
Events Manager Jennifer Franco
Events Assistant Danielle Diamond 
Conservatory Coordinator & Director of the 
Sparks Center for Community and Culture Chevaughan Dyer
Executive Assistant to the Dean & Vice Dean Nathalie Zuletta
Industry Production Manager Jacquetta Farrar 
USC Comic+Care Coordinator Chae Chaput
PRODUCTION
Associate Production Manager Leia Crawford
Technical Theatre Manager Michael Latimer
Assistant Technical Directors Donavan Martinelli, Michael Etzrodt
Scenic Charge Artist Bessie M. Lebeda 
Asst. Technical Theatre Managers Christopher Paci, Saoirse Sterbinsky
Costume Shop Manager Howard Schmitt
Costume Technicians Charlotte Stratton, Timo Elliott
Wardrobe Technician Allie Rones
Properties Manager Brittany White 
Sound Supervisor Sean Allinson
ISP/Culminations Theatre Supervisor Edgard De Dios

BOARD OF COUNCILORS

Michele Dedeaux Engemann 
Founding Chair 

Kourosh Gohar
Chair 

Chris Andrews 
Nnamdi Asomugha 
Lorrie Bartlett
Todd Black 
Lauren Booth
Connie Britton
Michael Chiklis
Rodric David 
Michael Felix 
Brad Fuller
Lori Furie 
Steve Gersh
Joshua B. Grode 
Grant Heslov
Gary Lask
Franklin Leonard
Alexander LoCasale
Dr. Steven Nagelberg
Jennifer Pate 
Rik Reppe
Dean Emily Roxworthy
Linda Bernstein Rubin
Cathy Sandrich Gelfond
Anthony Sparks
Tracy Tutor
Blair Underwood
Paula Wagner
Noelle L. Wolf

ALUMNI LEADERSHIP COUNCIL 

Adrienne Visnic
Chair

Taylor Elizabeth Allen
Sarah Anne Bedo
Adam Blumenthal
Kate Cannova
Mona Chatterjee Raffle
John Coffey
David Fickas
Lorena Estefania Gonzalez
Kendall Johnson
Jaclyn Kalkhurst
Sean Lask
Elizabeth O’Connell
Tomm Polos
Michael Schwartz
Pranav Shah
John Villacorta

ABOUT THE SCHOOL

The USC School of Dramatic Arts fosters the talents of artist-scholars 
who are dramatically different — who are willing to imagine the 
future of the entertainment industry and bring it to life. Through an 
interdisciplinary, entrepreneurial education students develop the skills 
necessary to discover their unique voice and are exposed to diverse 
styles and multiple media. Students and recent alumni are supported by 
the School’s unique Professional Development Center which offers career 
services and professionalization opportunities to help students establish 
and sustain successful careers as creators, performers and cultural 
innovators. For more information, visit dramaticarts.usc.edu. 



SUPPORTERS OF DRAMATIC ARTS

The USC School of Dramatic Arts would like to recognize the generosity of the following individuals and 
organizations who have supported the School over the past year towards core programs such as production, 
professional development, scholarship, Dean’s Strategic Fund and our new Drama Center. We recognize at the 
visionary level those donors whose tremendous generosity has reached the cumulative giving level of $1 million+. 
Their extraordinary commitment has built the foundation for our continued ascent and future achievements.

*Represents multi-year pledge

We hope you will consider becoming a member. For more information about giving to the 
School of Dramatic Arts, please contact Sara Fousekis at 213-821-4047 or fousekis@usc.edu.
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