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by Jessica Swale
Blue Stockings

Scenic Design
Sheela Yuan She/Her, 
BA Theatre, Emphasis in Design Senior

Costume Design
Juliette Black
BFA Theatrical Design Senior

Lighting Design
Mia Gomez She/Her, 
BFA Theatrical Design Junior

Sound Design
Hal Sufrin He/Him, 
BFA Sound Design Sophomore

Production Stage Manager
Alexis Cruz She/Her,
BFA Stage Management Junior

Technical Director
Duncan Mahoney

Directed by Susan Dalian



CAST (In alphabetical order)

Dami Adeyina She/Her,
Elizabeth Welsh* •BA Theatre, 
Emphasis in Acting Senior

Stefany Arroyo She/Her,
Celia Willbond* •BA Theatre, 
Emphasis in Acting Senior

Ally Atwell She/Her,
Carolyn Addison*
•BA Theatre Junior

Natalie Bright She/Her,
Miss Blake* •BA Theatre, 
Emphasis in Acting Sophomore

Haley Carolan She/Her,
Maeve Sullivan/Mrs. Lindley* 
•BA Theatre, Emphasis in Acting 
Senior

Dylan Julia Cooper 
She/Her, Miss Bott* 
•BA Theatre Senior

Zachary Vitor Gray 
He/Him, Holmes/Professor 
Collins+ •BA Dramatic Arts 
First Year

Rigel Gruberg He/Him,
Edwards/Professor 
Radleigh** •BA Dramatic Arts, 
Emphasis in Acting First Year

Brogan Hall He/Him,
Lloyd/Professor Anderson+ 
•BA Theatre, Emphasis in Acting 
Sophomore

Charleston Harvey 
They/She, Elizabeth Welsh** 
•BA Theatre, Emphasis in Acting 
Senior

Alexandra Hastings 
She/Her, Tess Moffat** 
•BA Theatre, Emphasis in 
Acting Senior

Bella Healy She/Her,
Minnie/Librarian/Lady in 
Cafe* •BA Theatre, Emphasis 
in Acting Junior

Veda Krishna She/Her,
Celia Willbond** 
•BA Theatre Sophomore

Arjun Lakshman 
He/Him, Dr. Maudsley/
Mr. Peck/Waiter+ 
•BFA Musical Theatre Junior

Sentin Lo He/Him,
Ralph Mayhew* •BA Theatre, 
Emphasis in Acting Sophomore

Paul Maskill He/Him,
Will Bennett+ 
•BA Dramatic Arts, Emphasis 
in Acting First Year

(continued on next page)

* Indicates role that is part of the Cardinal Cast which performs 3/14, 3/25, 3/27, 3/29 eve, 3/30 
** Indicates role that is part of the Crimson Cast which performs 3/15 mat & eve, 3/26, 3/28, 3/29 mat 
+ Indicates role that is performed for all performances 



This performance contains a 10-minute intermission.

CONTENT WARNING  
Please be advised that this production includes the depiction of sexism, toxic masculinity, 
gaslighting and assault, as well as the use of alcohol and threats of mob violence. This 
production also includes the use of theatrical haze.

LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT
USC is built on the unceded land of the Tongva, Chumash and Kizh people. We at SDA 
acknowledge and honor the Tongva, Chumash and Kizh people/communities and wish 
to amplify that they are still here. We encourage everyone to find out whose ancestral 
land you live on and commit to our shared responsibility to be agents of change, and 
for each of us to consider our roles in reconciliation, decolonization and allyship. 

Lewis Oliveras He/Him,
Mr. Banks+ •BA Theatre, 
Emphasis in Acting Senior

Jackson Parker He/Him,
Edwards/Professor Radleigh* 
•Dramatic Arts Minor Junior

Riley Polaner She/They,
Miss Blake** •BA Theatre 
Sophomore

Grace Robinson 
They/She, Tess Moffat* 
•BA Theatre, Emphasis in 
Acting Senior

Monica Rosales She/Her,
Maeve Sullivan/Mrs. Lindley** 
•BA Theatre, Emphasis in Acting 
Senior

Samantha Salamoff 
She/Her, Minnie/Librarian/
Lady in Cafe** •BA Theatre, 
Emphasis in Acting Senior

Micah Schneider 
He/Him, Ralph Mayhew** 
•BA Theatre, Emphasis in 
Acting Senior

Alabama Wilson 
She/Her, Carolyn Addison** 
•BA Theatre & Communications 
Sophomore

Jamari Xavier Wright 
He/Him, Billy Sullivan/
Husband+ •BA Theatre, 
Emphasis in Acting Senior

Aristaia Yanakakis-
Carroll She/Her, Miss Bott** 
•BA Theatre, Emphasis in Acting 
Senior

CAST (continued)

* Indicates role that is part of the Cardinal Cast which 
performs 3/14, 3/25, 3/27, 3/29 eve, 3/30 
** Indicates role that is part of the Crimson Cast which 
performs 3/15 mat & eve, 3/26, 3/28, 3/29 mat 
+ Indicates role that is performed for all performances 



Additional Blue Stockings Production Staff 
Choreographer Casey Hilton | Fight Choreographer Jamie Cline
Vocal/Dialect Coach Louis Colaianni | Intimacy Director Jaclyn Chantel
Production Deputies Casey Hilton, Lewis Oliveras, Samantha Salamoff  
Assistant Stage Managers Keilah Mora, Quinn Healey, Paige Speaker
Production Manager Tony Shayne | Stage Management Mentor Jennifer Sarvas 
Scenic Design Assistant Erin Caparrelli | Scenic Mentor Takeshi Kata
Costume Design Assistant Duck Brown | Hair & Makeup Consultant Gary Domasin
Costume Mentor Samantha Jones | Lighting Mentor Ebony Madry
Production Engineer Sean Allinson | Sound Mentor Phil Allen | Technical Crew 
Dhiya Aiyer, Christopher Apy, Carolina Ayala, Marina Bremer, Claire Chen, David 
James, MJ Manning, Jenna Peterson, Ryan Stelling, Alex Weber. 
 

In 1896, women were finally 
allowed to attend classes 
at Cambridge University in 
England—but they could not 
earn degrees. 
The following year, when a vote was 
proposed to grant them this right, 
the backlash was swift and brutal. 
Protesters hurled eggs, launched 
fireworks, and mutilated an effigy of 
the “New Woman” on her bicycle. The 
bicycle symbolized not just fears of 
women’s growing independence, but 
also anxieties over their perceived 
immodesty—in both practical and 
provocative ways, straddling a bike 
challenged the rigid Victorian ideals 
of femininity. Dr. Henry Maudsley, a 
leading psychiatrist of the time, warned 
that intellectual pursuits would render 
women unfit for motherhood, claiming, 
“These, sirs, are not opinions. They are 
facts of nature, proven by science.” 
 

This was the world faced by the first 
women at Cambridge—brilliant, 
determined, yet forced to justify their 
place in a system built to exclude 
them. Blue Stockings brings their 
fight to life, showing the camaraderie, 
resistance, and sacrifices required 
to push the boundaries of what was 
possible. Some professors supported 
them, others opposed them. Some 
men were allies, others their fiercest 
enemies. And through it all, these 
women had to decide: Was the 
chance to learn worth the cost?  
Today, more than a century later, women’s 
rights remain a contested battleground—
whether in education, the workplace, or 
personal autonomy. The struggles of the 
past remind us how hard-won progress 
is, and how easily it can be threatened. 
The right to ride a bicycle may seem 
trivial now, but the right to move 
forward—without barriers—remains 
a fight we cannot take for granted. ■

—By Dramaturg, Melinda Finberg and Director, Susan Dalian

Denied Degrees
—Women’s Fight for Education in Victorian England



ADJUNCT LECTURERS AND PART-TIME FACULTY
Jill Alexander, John Allis, Emily Alpren, Robert Bailey, Jenni Barber, Mia Barron, Sarabeth Belon, Ahmed Best, 
Mallory Birkrem, Randy Blair, Wayne Brady, Tom Buderwitz, Frank Catalano, Adam Chambers, Lee Shallat 
Chemel, Corinne Chooey, Elsbeth M. Collins, Julián Juaquín Conde, Susan Dalian, Gregg T. Daniel, Debra De 
Liso, John DeMita, Amrita Dhaliwal, Gary Domasin, Ashley Eskew, Wayne Federman, Matthew Felten, Laurie 
Fisher, Lena Ford, Jared Gertner, Marin Helppie, Mireya Hepner, Finola Hughes, Paul Hungerford, Desi Jevon, 
Kendall Johnson, Justin Key, Marty Lamar, Edgar Landa, Adam Lebowitz-Lockard, Deborah Lew, Jennifer Lin, 
Daniel Lincoln, Anthony Lucca, Nick Massouh, Melissa Miles, Kevin McCorkle, Robert Mohler, Jeremiah O'Brian, 
Hugh O'Gorman, Doug Peck, Kosta Potamianos, Dwight Riveria, Gabriella Santinelli, Sim Sarna, Jennifer Sarvas, 
Kenneth Sawyer, Nathan W. Scheuer, Christopher Scott, Tessa Slovis, Yuka Takara, Billy Thompson, Lindsay 
Torrey, Sabra Williams, Anna Winget, Zakiya Young, Sabina Zúñiga Varela

Emeriti Faculty: Don Llewellyn, Eve Roberts, Andy Robinson, Eric Trules, James Wilson

DEAN
Emily Roxworthy

VICE DEAN
Lori Ray Fisher 

ASSOCIATE DEANS
Professor of Theatre Practice Anita Dashiell-Sparks 
(Vice Chair of Performance, George Burns Professor of Theatre)

Professor Oliver Mayer 

DISTINGUISHED PROFESSORS
Velina Hasu Houston (Resident Playwright) 

PROFESSORS
Sharon Marie Carnicke
Meiling Cheng

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS
Luis Alfaro (Director of MFA Dramatic Writing Program)
Alexandra Billings 
Takeshi Kata 
Stacy L. Smith 
Sibyl Wickersheimer

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS
Esther K. Chae
Ann Closs-Farley
Elizabeth Harper
Samantha C. Jones
Melissa Treinkman

PROFESSORS OF THEATRE PRACTICE

Philip G. Allen (Chair of Design, Director of Sound Design) 

Brent Blair (Director of Theatre & Social Change) 

Kate Burton
Paula Cizmar 
(Co-Director, Institute for Theatre & Social Change) 

Louis Colaianni
Joseph Hacker
Duncan Mahoney (Technical Director)

Natsuko Ohama
Michele Shay (Chair of Performance)

Stephanie Shroyer
David Warshofsky 
(Director of MFA Acting, McKinlay Chair)

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS OF THEATRE PRACTICE
Kathleen Dunn-Muzingo
Scott Faris 
(Chair of Production & Stage Management, 
Alice M. Pollitt Professor of Stage Management) 

Melinda C. Finberg
Laura Flanagan 
Rena M. Heinrich
(Chair of Critical Studies & Dramatic Writing, 
Chair of Literary Committee)

MaryAnn Hu (Director of BFA Musical Theatre)

Zachary Steel (Director of Comedy)

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS OF THEATRE PRACTICE
Bayo Akinfemi (Director of BA Acting Practicum)

Boni B. Alvarez 
Kirstin Eggers
Stevie Johnson
S. Anindo Marshall 
Noel Nichols 
Tomm Polos 
Dan Shaner 
Tony Shayne
Judith Shelton 
Rodney To 
Tony Taccone 
Paul Urcioli



STAFF

ADMISSIONS & STUDENT SERVICES
Associate Dean Sergio Ramirez
Assistant Director of Admissions Ramón Valdez
Academic Advisors Aspen Cole, Samantha Bradfield
Office Manager Mabel Lopez
ADVANCEMENT
Associate Dean Sara Fousekis
Director of Advancement Kimberly Muhlbach
Alumni Relations & Annual Giving Manager Summer Grubaugh
Advancement Coordinator Kathy Morgan 
BUSINESS AFFAIRS
Associate Dean Kalief Washington
Department Business Administrator 
& Home Department Coordinator Crystal Balthrop
Budget/Business Analyst Marcus Walker
COMMUNICATIONS
Associate Dean Delphine Vasko
Content Marketing Manager Geoffrey Waring
Graphic Designer Christopher Komuro
Video & Streaming Manager Joe Shea 

DEANS’ OFFICE
Director of Information Technology Prakash Shirke
Director of Internships & Special Programs Meghan Laughlin
Director of the Professional Development Center Debi Manwiller 
Events Manager Jennifer Franco
Events Assistant Danielle Diamond 
Conservatory Coordinator & Director of the 
Sparks Center for Community and Culture Chevaughan Dyer
Executive Assistant to the Dean & Vice Dean Nathalie Zuletta
Industry Production Manager Jacquetta Farrar 
USC Comic+Care Coordinator Chae Chaput
PRODUCTION
Associate Production Manager Leia Crawford
Technical Theatre Manager Michael Latimer
Assistant Technical Directors Donavan Martinelli, Michael Etzrodt
Scenic Charge Artists Bessie M. Lebeda, Jazmin Lopez 
Asst. Technical Theatre Managers Christopher Paci, Saoirse Sterbinsky
Costume Shop Manager Howard Schmitt
Costume Technicians Charlotte Stratton, Timo Elliott
Wardrobe Technician Allie Rones
Properties Manager Brittany White 
Sound Supervisor Sean Allinson
ISP/Culminations Theatre Supervisor Edgard De Dios

BOARD OF COUNCILORS

Michele Dedeaux Engemann 
Founding Chair 

Kourosh Gohar
Chair 

Chris Andrews 
Nnamdi Asomugha 
Lorrie Bartlett
Todd Black 
Lauren Booth
Connie Britton
Michael Chiklis
Rodric David 
Michael Felix 
Brad Fuller
Lori Furie 
Steve Gersh
Joshua B. Grode 
Grant Heslov
Gary Lask
Franklin Leonard
Alexander LoCasale
Dr. Steven Nagelberg
Jennifer Pate 
Rik Reppe
Dean Emily Roxworthy
Linda Bernstein Rubin
Cathy Sandrich Gelfond
Anthony Sparks
Tracy Tutor
Blair Underwood
Paula Wagner
Noelle L. Wolf

ALUMNI LEADERSHIP COUNCIL 

Adrienne Visnic
Chair

Taylor Elizabeth Allen
Sarah Anne Bedo
Adam Blumenthal
Kate Cannova
Mona Chatterjee Raffle
John Coffey
David Fickas
Lorena Estefania Gonzalez
Kendall Johnson
Jaclyn Kalkhurst
Sean Lask
Elizabeth O’Connell
Tomm Polos
Michael Schwartz
Pranav Shah
John Villacorta

ABOUT THE SCHOOL

The USC School of Dramatic Arts fosters the talents of artist-scholars 
who are dramatically different — who are willing to imagine the 
future of the entertainment industry and bring it to life. Through an 
interdisciplinary, entrepreneurial education students develop the skills 
necessary to discover their unique voice and are exposed to diverse 
styles and multiple media. Students and recent alumni are supported by 
the School’s unique Professional Development Center which offers career 
services and professionalization opportunities to help students establish 
and sustain successful careers as creators, performers and cultural 
innovators. For more information, visit dramaticarts.usc.edu. 



SUPPORTERS OF DRAMATIC ARTS

The USC School of Dramatic Arts would like to recognize the generosity of the following individuals and 
organizations who have supported the School over the past year towards core programs such as production, 
professional development, scholarship, Dean’s Strategic Fund and our new Drama Center. We recognize at the 
visionary level those donors whose tremendous generosity has reached the cumulative giving level of $1 million+. 
Their extraordinary commitment has built the foundation for our continued ascent and future achievements.

*Represents multi-year pledge

We hope you will consider becoming a member. For more information about giving to the 
School of Dramatic Arts, please contact Sara Fousekis at 213-821-4047 or fousekis@usc.edu.

VISIONARY CIRCLE

Anonymous* (5)
Dr. & Mrs. Peter Bing & the  
 Anna H. Bing Living Trust
Lauren & Mark Booth*
Victoire & Owsley Brown III*
George N. Burns Trust
Sarah & John Cox
Cuzzupoli Family
Roger & Michele Dedeaux  
 Engemann*
The Lawrence & Megan Foley  
 Family Foundation, Inc.*
Katherine B. Loker
Martin Massman Trust
Robert & Elizabeth Plumleigh
 —In Memory of
 Karen Plumleigh Cortney*
Alice, Teresa & Byron Pollitt 
Dick Wolf

DEAN’S CIRCLE

Adobe Foundation
Anonymous* (2)
Kalkhurst Family*
Steve & Jerri Nagelberg*
Rod & Elsie Nakamoto*
Richard & Diane Weinberg*
Noelle L. Wolf & 
 the Wolf Family*

PATRONS OF TRIBUTE 

Anonymous* (2)
Albert & Bessie Warner Fund
The H.N. & Frances C. Berger  
 Foundation
Joan Beber Grant Fund
 of the Jewish Community  
 Foundation*
Connie Britton*
Michael & Debbie Felix*
Vida & Kourosh Gohar*
Suzanne & Scott Rehl, The  
 Schloch Foundation 
Linda Bernstein Rubin 
 & Tony Rubin*
Doris & Stanley Tananbaum  
 Foundation, —From 
 Monica & Bryan Zuriff*

SEASON SPONSORS

Kirsten & David Abdo*
DeAnna & Michael   
 Colglazier*
Robin & Justin Doran*
James Kehr
The Lask Family*
LoCasale Consulting, Inc.*
Michael & Melissa Meyers*
Christine Marie Ofiesh*
Tonia & Steven Sinatra 
Tracy & Gene Sykes 
Todd Yellin & Jennifer   
 Copaken

EXECUTIVE PRODUCERS

Jennifer & Chris Andrews*
Adam Blumenthal*
The Iino Family*
Mara & Paul Jacobson
Alexander & Megan   
 LoCasale*
R. Sally Watt Oxley 
 & Howard Oxley* 
Rik Reppe

PRODUCERS

Anonymous
Black Seed Fund at the  
 Billie Holiday Theatre
Julia A. Nickles-Bryan 
 & Charles Bryan
Kate Cannova
Marilou & Mark Hamill  
 Family
Melvin & Doris Hughes
Donald Lea 
Jan & Mike MacDougal*
Shelly & Ofer Nemirovsky
Polos Family
Allison & Ian Stone

DIRECTORS 

Anonymous
Randolph & Ellen Beatty
Michael & Michelle Chiklis
The Michael S. Engl 
 Family Foundation
Sumner & Angela Erdman
Lori & Simon Furie
Will & Viveca Ferrell,   
 —In Memory of 
 Andrei Belgrader
Cathy Sandrich Gelfond
Steve & Christy Gersh
Bryan & Brenda Hall
The Heslov Family
Perry Mattfeld
Jennifer & Jonas Pate
Kam & Joe Patton 
 —In Honor of Theresa  
 Patton, Class of 2024 
Ann & Frank Russo
Rik Toulon
Town & Gown of USC
John Trueblood
Tracy Tutor
Adrienne Visnic

PATRONS

Regina K. Eremia Trust
Indira Etwaroo
Frank Ferrante
Catherine Goldinger
Marissa D. Gonzalez 
Thomas Griep & 
 Evelyn Halus
L. Liberatore 
Oliviana Marie
Carol & Casey Mollett
Jennifer Oswald
Madeline Puzo
Thomas Reed
Josh Rosenzweig
Professor Sim Sarna
Pranav Shah
Thunder Equity Inc.
Annette & Kelly Ward
Lucy Wrubel
Gary & Michelle Yoshino

ANGELS

Bayo Akinfemi
Amy Aquino & Drew 
 McCoy, —In Memory of  
 Andrei Belgrader
Yvonne Bogdanovich
Els Collins, —In Honor 
 of Andrei Belgrader
Jon Cryer
Emanuel Bachmann   
 Foundation
 — In Memory of
 Emanuel O. Bachmann,  
 B.S. 1932
Michael Dinwiddie
Freddie & Andrea Fenster
Lori Ray Fisher 
 & Eric Fisher
The Franco Family
Rotem & Adam Gilbert 
Lorraine J. 
 Gildred-Conlan
Kathy & Herbert Goodman
Michael Hohmann
Amy Landecker & 
 Bradley Whitford
Keith Levy
McKinley Henderson LTD
Tarell Alvin McCraney
Laurie & Todd Okum 
Dr. Willa Olsen
Mary Reveles Pallares
Mona & Benjamin Raffle
Stark Sands, —In Memory  
 of Simon Russell
Susan Shetter
Rick & Jeanne Silverman
Jeff & Cathie Thermond
John & Katherine 
 Turturro, —In Honor 
 of Professor Andrei   
 Belgrader
Blair Underwood
Ryan Wu
Carrie Yamato 
Drs. Kellie Yoon & 
 Stephen Treiman

IN KIND GIFTS

AGBO
Lee Chemel


