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Co-Scenic Design
Kiera Reinhard She/Her, 
BFA Theatrical Design Junior

Co-Scenic Design
Lukas Garberg He/Him, 
BFA Theatrical Design Junior

Costume Design
Ellie Hermann She/Her, 
BFA Theatrical Design Junior

Lighting Design
Benjamin Williams He/Him, 
BFA Theatrical Design Sophomore

Sound Design
Noel Nichols 
They/She

Co-Projections Design
Jackson Doran He/Him, 
BFA Technical Direction Junior

Technical Director
Alex Muir She/Her, 
BFA Technical Direction Junior

Production Stage Manager
Sara Gutierrez She/Her,
BFA Stage Management Sophomore

Co-Projections Design
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CAST (In alphabetical order)

Chelsea Allison She/They,
Cressida •MFA Acting Year 2 

Sarah Brewer She/Her,
Andromache/Myrmidon 2/
“Paparazzi” War Correspon-
dent/Soldier/Hecuba 
•BA Theatre Sophomore 

Francisco Espinoza 
Miranda He/Him, Paris/
Soldier •BA Theatre, Emphasis 
in Acting Junior

Ben Feldman He/Him,
Thersites/Soldier 
•BA Theatre Sophomore

Gina Gavam She/Her,
Myrmidon 1/Trojan Attd./
Soldier •BA Theatre, Emphasis 
in Acting Sophomore

Fabián Gutiérrez He/Him,
Patroclus/Soldier •BA Theatre, 
Emphasis in Acting Sophomore

Hannah Harding 
She/They, Aeneas/Soldier 
•MFA Acting Year 2 

Lane Haven He/Him,
Dimoedes/Soldier 
•BA Theatre, Emphasis in 
Acting Sophomore

Coby Hawkins He/Him,
Ajax/Soldier •BFA Acting for 
Stage & Screen Junior

Christian Johnson 
He/Him, Pandarus 
•MFA Acting Year 2

Ivy Kos She/Her,
Cassandra/Cheerleader/
Soldier •BA Theatre, Emphasis 
in Acting Sophomore

MJ Manning They/Them,
Alexandra/Myrmidon 4/
“Paparazzi” War Correspon-
dent/Cheerleader/Soldier 
•BA Theatre Sophomore

Ali-Moosa Mirza He/Him, 
Hector •MFA Acting Year 2

 

Valentina Navarro-
Marsili She/Her, Helenus/
Soldier •BA Theatre, Emphasis 
in Acting Junior 

JP Payton He/Him, 
Achilles •MFA Acting Year 2

 

Quamé J. Pierre He/Him, 
Musician/Menelaus/Soldier
•BA Theatre Sophomore

(continued on next page)



Additional Troilus & Cressida Production Staff 

Vocal/Dialect Coach Louis Colaianni | Intimacy Director Jaclyn Chantel
Dramaturg Moriya Dichter | Production Deputies Ben Feldman, Benjamin 
Williams | Fight Captain Coby Hawkins | Assistant Stage Managers Karina Cruz, 
Serena Feng | Production Manager/Stage Management Mentor Leia Crawford 
Scenic Design Assistant Meredith Ziegler | Scenic Mentor Tom Buderwitz
Costume Assistant Sofia Hussain | Hair & Makeup Consultant Gary Domasin 
Costume Mentor Samantha Jones | Assistant Lighting Designer Maia Tumbokon
Lighting Mentor Nathan Scheuer | Associate Sound Designer Genevieve Perry
Production Engineer Sean Allinson | Assistant Technical Director Abram De Los 
Santos | Technical Direction Mentor Duncan Mahoney | Technical Crew Jessica 
Awad, Elijah Buettner, Abram De Los Santos, Sienna DeSantis, Alessandro 
Ferrera, Evan Harris, Christina Le, Minh Le, Asher Lee, Henry Lee, Sira-Marie 
Mahoi, Sydney Matthews, Tiara Massey, Yasmina Mayo, Aiden Moss, Alec 
Schwartz, Navya Sharma, Gracie Silberman, Liam Taffe, Holden Weissler, 
Skyelar Wesley | Prologue Contributions JP Payton, Matilda Corley Shulman 

Zoë Poole She/Her, 
Myrmidon 3/Trojan Atten-
dant/Soldier/Cheerleader 
•BA Theatre, Emphasis in Acting 
Senior

Oscar Salvaggio He/Him, 
Troilus •BFA Acting for Stage & 
Screen Junior

Kamryn Tate She/Her, 
Agamemnon •BA Theatre, 
Emphasis in Acting Junior

Montserrat Videla 
Samper She/Her, Helen/ 
Nestor •MFA Acting Year 2 

Leo Zhang Ulysses/Soldier 
•BA Theatre, Emphasis in Acting 
Senior

This performance contains a 15-minute intermission.

CONTENT WARNING  
Please be advised that this production includes outdated expectations 
of gender roles and depictions of warfare. This production also 
includes the use of flashing lights and theatrical haze.
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THIS IS A PLAYFUL TAKE on the classical themes of the 
play setting it in a dystopian Trojan world of competition, 
love, betrayal, rivalries, and youthful actors. 

The play begins seven years into the infamous Trojan War 
with no end in sight. The cause of the war can be traced 
all the way back to the wedding of Peleus and Thetis, 
the noted future parents of the warrior Achilles. Eris, 
the Goddess of Strife, brought to the wedding a golden 
apple meant for the most beautiful goddess. Eris did not 
specify which goddess the apple was meant for, leading 
to a contest between the goddesses Athena, Hera, and 
Aphrodite. To end the quarrel, the god Zeus ordered Paris, 
a prince of Troy, to decide. In exchange for awarding her 
the apple, Athena promised Paris strength in battle. Hera 
promised him immense wealth. Aphrodite promised him 
the love of the most beautiful mortal woman, Helen, the 
wife of the Greek King Menelaus. It is unclear if Helen 
consented to this, but it is clear that she was taken from 
Greece to the city of Troy. This then incited King Menelaus 
to wage war against the Trojans, specifically attacking the 
city of Troy.

Troilus and Cressida is often known as a “problem play.” 
It contains the humor of comedies, the death of tragedies, 
and, unlike histories, the story and characters are based 
in myth. It’s a deep look into what the Trojan War could 
have been like, and Shakespeare employs the popular 
fabled story as an outlet to discuss his own thoughts on 
the pointlessness of many wars and the dangers of valuing 
carnal desire over duty. ■

LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT
USC is built on the unceded land of the Tongva, Chumash and Kizh people. We at SDA 
acknowledge and honor the Tongva, Chumash and Kizh people/communities and wish 
to amplify that they are still here. We encourage everyone to find out whose ancestral 
land you live on and commit to our shared responsibility to be agents of change, and 
for each of us to consider our roles in reconciliation, decolonization and allyship. 



ADJUNCT LECTURERS AND PART-TIME FACULTY
Jill Alexander, John Allis, Emily Alpren, Robert Bailey, Jenni Barber, Mia Barron, Sarabeth Belon, Ahmed Best, 
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Kendall Johnson, Justin Key, Marty Lamar, Edgar Landa, Adam Lebowitz-Lockard, Deborah Lew, Jennifer Lin, 
Daniel Lincoln, Anthony Lucca, Nick Massouh, Melissa Miles, Kevin McCorkle, Robert Mohler, Jeremiah O'Brian, 
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DEAN
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VICE DEAN
Lori Ray Fisher 

ASSOCIATE DEANS
Professor of Theatre Practice Anita Dashiell-Sparks 
(Vice Chair of Performance, George Burns Professor of Theatre)

Professor Oliver Mayer 

DISTINGUISHED PROFESSORS
Velina Hasu Houston (Resident Playwright) 

PROFESSORS
Sharon Marie Carnicke
Meiling Cheng

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS
Luis Alfaro (Director of MFA Dramatic Writing Program)
Alexandra Billings 
Takeshi Kata 
Stacy L. Smith 
Sibyl Wickersheimer

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS
Esther K. Chae
Ann Closs-Farley
Elizabeth Harper
Samantha C. Jones 
Melissa Treinkman

PROFESSORS OF THEATRE PRACTICE

Philip G. Allen (Chair of Design, Director of Sound Design) 

Brent Blair (Director of Theatre & Social Change) 

Kate Burton
Paula Cizmar 
(Co-Director, Institute for Theatre & Social Change) 

Louis Colaianni
Joseph Hacker
Duncan Mahoney (Technical Director)

Natsuko Ohama
Michele Shay (Chair of Performance)

Stephanie Shroyer
David Warshofsky 
(Director of MFA Acting, McKinlay Chair)

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS OF THEATRE PRACTICE
Kathleen Dunn-Muzingo
Scott Faris 
(Chair of Production & Stage Management, 
Alice M. Pollitt Professor of Stage Management) 

Melinda C. Finberg
Laura Flanagan 
Rena M. Heinrich
(Chair of Critical Studies & Dramatic Writing, 
Chair of Literary Committee)

MaryAnn Hu (Director of BFA Musical Theatre)

Zachary Steel (Director of Comedy)

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS OF THEATRE PRACTICE
Bayo Akinfemi (Director of BA Acting Practicum)

Boni B. Alvarez 
Kirstin Eggers
Stevie Johnson
S. Anindo Marshall 
Noel Nichols 
Tomm Polos 
Dan Shaner 
Tony Shayne
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Rodney To 
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STAFF

ADMISSIONS & STUDENT SERVICES
Associate Dean Sergio Ramirez
Assistant Director of Admissions Ramón Valdez
Academic Advisors Aspen Cole, Samantha Bradfield
Office Manager Mabel Lopez
ADVANCEMENT
Associate Dean Sara Fousekis
Director of Advancement Kimberly Muhlbach
Alumni Relations & Annual Giving Manager Summer Grubaugh
Advancement Coordinator Kathy Morgan 
BUSINESS AFFAIRS
Associate Dean Kalief Washington
Department Business Administrator 
& Home Department Coordinator Crystal Balthrop
Budget/Business Analyst Marcus Walker
COMMUNICATIONS
Associate Dean Delphine Vasko
Content Marketing Manager Geoffrey Waring
Graphic Designer Christopher Komuro
Video & Streaming Manager Joe Shea 

DEANS’ OFFICE
Director of Information Technology Prakash Shirke
Director of Internships & Special Programs Meghan Laughlin
Director of the Professional Development Center Debi Manwiller 
Events Manager Jennifer Franco
Events Assistant Danielle Diamond 
Conservatory Coordinator & Director of the 
Sparks Center for Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Chevaughan Dyer
Executive Assistant to the Dean & Vice Dean Nathalie Zuletta
Industry Production Manager Jacquetta Farrar 
USC Comic+Care Coordinator Chae Chaput
USC Comic+Care Research/Study Coordinator Diana Andrade
PRODUCTION
Associate Production Manager Leia Crawford
Technical Theatre Manager Michael Latimer
Assistant Technical Directors Donavan Martinelli, Michael Etzrodt
Scenic Charge Artist Bessie M. Lebeda 
Asst. Technical Theatre Managers Christopher Paci, Saoirse Sterbinsky
Costume Shop Manager Howard Schmitt
Costume Technicians Charlotte Stratton, Timo Elliott
Wardrobe Technician Allie Rones
Properties Manager Brittany White 
Sound Supervisor Sean Allinson
ISP/Culminations Theatre Supervisor Edgard De Dios

BOARD OF COUNCILORS

Michele Dedeaux Engemann 
Founding Chair 

Kourosh Gohar
Chair 

Chris Andrews 
Nnamdi Asomugha 
Lorrie Bartlett
Todd Black 
Lauren Booth
Connie Britton
Michael Chiklis
Rodric David 
Michael Felix 
Brad Fuller
Lori Furie 
Steve Gersh
Joshua B. Grode 
Grant Heslov
Gary Lask
Franklin Leonard
Alexander LoCasale
Dr. Steven Nagelberg
Jennifer Pate 
Rik Reppe
Dean Emily Roxworthy
Linda Bernstein Rubin
Cathy Sandrich Gelfond
Anthony Sparks
Tracy Tutor
Blair Underwood
Paula Wagner
Noelle L. Wolf

ALUMNI LEADERSHIP COUNCIL 

Adrienne Visnic
Chair

Taylor Elizabeth Allen
Sarah Anne Bedo
Adam Blumenthal
Kate Cannova
Mona Chatterjee Raffle
John Coffey
David Fickas
Lorena Estefania Gonzalez
Kendall Johnson
Jaclyn Kalkhurst
Sean Lask
Elizabeth O’Connell
Tomm Polos
Michael Schwartz
Pranav Shah
John Villacorta

ABOUT THE SCHOOL

The USC School of Dramatic Arts fosters the talents of artist-scholars 
who are dramatically different — who are willing to imagine the 
future of the entertainment industry and bring it to life. Through an 
interdisciplinary, entrepreneurial education students develop the skills 
necessary to discover their unique voice and are exposed to diverse 
styles and multiple media. Students and recent alumni are supported by 
the School’s unique Professional Development Center which offers career 
services and professionalization opportunities to help students establish 
and sustain successful careers as creators, performers and cultural 
innovators. For more information, visit dramaticarts.usc.edu. 



SUPPORTERS OF DRAMATIC ARTS

The USC School of Dramatic Arts would like to recognize the generosity of the following individuals and 
organizations who have supported the School over the past year towards core programs such as production, 
professional development, scholarship, Dean’s Strategic Fund and our new Drama Center. We recognize at the 
visionary level those donors whose tremendous generosity has reached the cumulative giving level of $1 million+. 
Their extraordinary commitment has built the foundation for our continued ascent and future achievements.

*Represents multi-year pledge

We hope you will consider becoming a member. For more information about giving to the 
School of Dramatic Arts, please contact Sara Fousekis at 213-821-4047 or fousekis@usc.edu.
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