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Lighting Design
Yiyuan Li

Costume Design
Mia Murillo She/Her, 
BFA Theatrical Design Sophomore

Sound Design
Alma Reyes-Thomas

Production Stage Manager
Jessica Bryan She/Her, 
BFA Stage Management Senior

Technical Director
Duncan Mahoney

Original Music
James Keys

Skeleton Crew is presented by arrangement with Concord Theatricals on 
behalf of Samuel French, Inc. www.concordtheatricals.com.

Skeleton Crew was developed at the Lark Play Development Center, New York City 
and the 2014 Sundance Institute Theatre Lab at the Sundance Resort. 

Winner of the 2014 Sky Cooper New American Play Prize at Marin Theatre Company, 
Mill Valley, CA, Artistic Director, Jasson Minadakis; Managing Director, Michael Barker.

World Premiere Presented By Atlantic Theater Company New York City, 2016.

THE VIDEOTAPING OR MAKING OF ELECTRONIC OR OTHER AUDIO AND/OR VISUAL RECORDINGS OF THIS PRODUCTION 
AND DISTRIBUTING RECORDINGS OR STREAMS IN ANY MEDIUM, INCLUDING THE INTERNET, IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED, 
A VIOLATION OF THE AUTHOR(S)’S RIGHTS AND ACTIONABLE UNDER UNITED STATES COPYRIGHT LAW.
For more information, please visit: https://concordtheatricals.com/resources/protecting-artists



Chelsea Allison She/They, 
Faye •MFA Acting Year 2 

Izzy Batiste He/Him, 
Dancer

CAST 
(In alphabetical order)

Christian Johnson 
He/Him, Reggie •MFA Acting 
Year 2 

JP Payton He/Him, Dez 
•MFA Acting Year 2

Toni Willis She/Her,  
Shanita •MFA Acting Year 2

This performance contains a 10-minute intermission. 

CONTENT WARNING  
Please be advised that this production includes the depiction of a gun, 
partial nudity, use of tobacco, and adult language and themes.

LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT
USC is built on the unceded land of the Tongva, Chumash and Kizh people. We at SDA 
acknowledge and honor the Tongva, Chumash and Kizh people/communities and wish 
to amplify that they are still here. We encourage everyone to find out whose ancestral 
land you live on and commit to our shared responsibility to be agents of change, and 
for each of us to consider our roles in reconciliation, decolonization and allyship. 



Additional Skeleton Crew Production Staff 
Original Choreographer Adesola Osakalumi | Production Choreographer Izzy 
Batiste | Intimacy Director Joy DeMichelle | Dramaturg Jason Grasl
Production Deputies Sara Gutierrez, Christian Johnson | Assistant Stage 
Managers Sara Gutierrez, Alyssa Romero | Production Manager Sarah Costigan
Stage Management Mentor Leia Crawford | Production Management Mentor Tony 
Shayne | Hair & Makeup Consultant Juliet Black | Costume Mentor Samantha 
Jones | Technical Crew Mila Bovim, Natalie Bright, Alexandra Everbach, Aime 
Green, Paige Okey, Liam Pigott, Yara Raymond, Ashawn Rose

NOTE FROM THE ARTISTIC TEAM

Dominique Morriseau was born and raised in Detroit, a city 
born and raised by the auto industry in the early 20th century.

Sk
el

et
on

 C
re

w

Her play Skeleton Crew, the third in 
her “Detroit Cycle” of plays, honors 
the local United Auto Workers 
(UAW) that showed up, day in 
and day out, to keep that industry 
alive during the Great Recession of 
2008-09. 

As Detroit became a boomtown 
in the first half of the 20th 
century, the city’s population 
increased to 1.8 million people. 
From 1910-1930, the African-
American population specifically 
skyrocketed to 120,000, even 
though, predominantly, the only 
jobs open to non-white individuals 
were back-breaking custodial or 
foundry jobs. In 1935, the newly 
formed UAW began to fight for fair 
wages, more equal opportunities, 
and tolerable working conditions. 
Decades ahead of the Civil Rights 
Act, African-American UAW 

workers found job opportunities 
building cars; jobs they could build 
lives and raise families on, in what 
had become the 4th largest city 
in the country. The Motor City. 
Motown.

Starting in the late-1940s, though, 
the Big 3 Automakers sought 
out cheaper labor and suburban 
manufacturing locations. The 
“white” reaction to the outlawing 
of redlining was to leave the city. 
Additionally, the police brutality 
that led to the riots of 1967 lit 
literal fires from which the city 
has taken decades to recover. Yet, 
there were those who persisted. 
Those who remained faithful to the 
idea that what they did mattered 
even when the entire industry 
seemed set on giving up on them. 
They fought for themselves, their 
families, their city. •

Special Thanks: James Keys, Adesola Osakalumi



ADJUNCT LECTURERS AND PART-TIME FACULTY
Jill Alexander, John Allis, Emily Alpren, Robert Bailey, Jenni Barber, Mia Barron, Sarabeth Belon, Ahmed Best, 
Mallory Birkrem, Randy Blair, Tom Buderwitz, Frank Catalano, Adam Chambers, Lee Shallat Chemel, Corinne 
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Amrita Dhaliwal, Gary Domasin, Ashley Eskew, Wayne Federman, Matthew Felten, Laurie Fisher, Lena Ford, 
Jared Gertner, Marin Helppie, Mireya Hepner, Finola Hughes, Paul Hungerford, Desi Jevon, Kendall Johnson, 
Justin Key, Marty Lamar, Edgar Landa, Adam Lebowitz-Lockard, Deborah Lew, Jennifer Lin, Daniel Lincoln, 
Anthony Lucca, Nick Massouh, Melissa Miles, Kevin McCorkle, Robert Mohler, Jeremiah O'Brian, Hugh O'Gorman, 
Doug Peck, Kosta Potamianos, Dwight Riveria, Gabriella Santinelli, Sim Sarna, Jennifer Sarvas, Kenneth Sawyer, 
Nathan W. Scheuer, Christopher Scott, Tessa Slovis, Tony Taccone, Yuka Takara, Lindsay Torrey, Sabra Williams, 
Anna Winget, Zakiya Young, Sabina Zúñiga Varela

Emeriti Faculty: Don Llewellyn, Eve Roberts, Andy Robinson, Eric Trules, James Wilson

DEAN
Emily Roxworthy

VICE DEAN
Lori Ray Fisher 

ASSOCIATE DEANS
Professor of Theatre Practice Anita Dashiell-Sparks 
(Vice Chair of Performance, George Burns Professor of Theatre)
Professor Oliver Mayer 

DISTINGUISHED PROFESSORS
Velina Hasu Houston 
(Resident Playwright) 

PROFESSORS
Sharon Marie Carnicke
Meiling Cheng

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS
Luis Alfaro 
(Director of MFA Dramatic Writing Program)
Alexandra Billings 
Takeshi Kata 
Stacy L. Smith 
Sibyl Wickersheimer

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS
Esther K. Chae
Ann Closs-Farley
Elizabeth Harper
Samantha C. Jones 
Melissa Treinkman

PROFESSORS OF THEATRE PRACTICE
Philip G. Allen 
(Chair of Design, Director of Sound Design) 
Brent Blair 
(Director of Theatre & Social Change) 
Kate Burton
Paula Cizmar
(Co-Director Institute for Theatre & Social Change) 
Louis Colaianni
Joseph Hacker
Duncan Mahoney 
(Technical Director)
Natsuko Ohama
Michele Shay 
(Chair of Performance)
Stephanie Shroyer
David Warshofsky 
(Director of MFA Acting, McKinlay Chair)

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS OF THEATRE PRACTICE
Kathleen Dunn-Muzingo
Scott Faris 
(Chair of Production & Stage Management, 
Alice M. Pollitt Professor of Stage Management) 
Melinda C. Finberg
Laura Flanagan 
Rena M. Heinrich
(Chair of Critical Studies & Dramatic Writing, 
Chair of Literary Committee)
MaryAnn Hu
(Director of BFA Musical Theatre)
Zachary Steel 
(Director of Comedy)

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS OF THEATRE PRACTICE
Bayo Akinfemi 
(Director of BA Acting Practicum)
Boni B. Alvarez 
Kirstin Eggers
Stevie Johnson
S. Anindo Marshall 
Noel Nichols 
Tomm Polos 
Dan Shaner 
Tony Shayne
Judith Shelton 
Rodney To 
Paul Urcioli



STAFF

ADMISSIONS & STUDENT SERVICES
Associate Dean Sergio Ramirez
Assistant Director of Admissions Ramón Valdez
Academic Advisors Aspen Cole, Samantha Bradfield
Office Manager Mabel Lopez
ADVANCEMENT
Associate Dean Sara Fousekis
Director of Advancement Kimberly Muhlbach
Alumni Relations & Annual Giving Manager Summer Grubaugh
Advancement Coordinator Kathy Morgan 
BUSINESS AFFAIRS
Associate Dean Kalief Washington
Department Business Administrator 
& Home Department Coordinator Crystal Balthrop
Budget/Business Analyst Marcus Walker
COMMUNICATIONS
Associate Dean Delphine Vasko
Content Marketing Manager Geoffrey Waring
Graphic Designer Christopher Komuro
Video & Streaming Manager Joe Shea 

DEANS’ OFFICE
Director of Information Technology Prakash Shirke
Director of Internships & Special Programs Meghan Laughlin
Director of the Professional Development Center Debi Manwiller 
Events Manager Jennifer Franco
Events Assistant Danielle Diamond 
Conservatory Coordinator & Director of the 
Sparks Center for Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Chevaughan Dyer
Executive Assistant to the Dean & Vice Dean Nathalie Zuletta
Industry Production Manager Jacquetta Farrar 
USC Comic+Care Coordinator Chae Chaput
USC Comic+Care Research/Study Coordinator Diana Andrade
PRODUCTION
Associate Production Manager Leia Crawford
Technical Theatre Manager Michael Latimer
Assistant Technical Directors Donavan Martinelli, Michael Etzrodt
Scenic Charge Artist Bessie M. Lebeda 
Asst. Technical Theatre Managers Christopher Paci, Saoirse Sterbinsky
Costume Shop Manager Howard Schmitt
Costume Technicians Charlotte Stratton, Timo Elliott
Wardrobe Technicians Allie Rones, Kale Hinthorn
Properties Manager Brittany White 
Sound Supervisor Sean Allinson
ISP/Culminations Theatre Supervisor Edgard De Dios

BOARD OF COUNCILORS

Michele Dedeaux Engemann 
Founding Chair 

Kourosh Gohar
Chair 

Chris Andrews 
Nnamdi Asomugha 
Lorrie Bartlett
Todd Black 
Lauren Booth
Connie Britton
Michael Chiklis
Rodric David 
Michael Felix 
Brad Fuller
Lori Furie 
Steve Gersh
Joshua B. Grode 
Grant Heslov
Gary Lask
Franklin Leonard
Alexander LoCasale
Dr. Steven Nagelberg
Jennifer Pate 
Rik Reppe
Dean Emily Roxworthy
Linda Bernstein Rubin
Cathy Sandrich Gelfond
Anthony Sparks
Tracy Tutor
Blair Underwood
Paula Wagner
Noelle L. Wolf

ALUMNI LEADERSHIP COUNCIL 

Adrienne Visnic
Chair

Taylor Elizabeth Allen
Sarah Anne Bedo
Adam Blumenthal
Kate Cannova
Mona Chatterjee Raffle
John Coffey
David Fickas
Lorena Estefania Gonzalez
Kendall Johnson
Jaclyn Kalkhurst
Sean Lask
Elizabeth O’Connell
Tomm Polos
Michael Schwartz
Pranav Shah
John Villacorta

ABOUT THE SCHOOL

The USC School of Dramatic Arts fosters the talents of artist-scholars 
who are dramatically different — who are willing to imagine the 
future of the entertainment industry and bring it to life. Through an 
interdisciplinary, entrepreneurial education students develop the skills 
necessary to discover their unique voice and are exposed to diverse 
styles and multiple media. Students and recent alumni are supported by 
the School’s unique Professional Development Center which offers career 
services and professionalization opportunities to help students establish 
and sustain successful careers as creators, performers and cultural 
innovators. For more information, visit dramaticarts.usc.edu. 



SUPPORTERS OF DRAMATIC ARTS

The USC School of Dramatic Arts would like to recognize the generosity of the following individuals and 
organizations who have supported the School over the past year towards core programs such as production, 
professional development, scholarship, Dean’s Strategic Fund and our new Drama Center. We recognize at the 
visionary level those donors whose tremendous generosity has reached the cumulative giving level of $1 million+. 
Their extraordinary commitment has built the foundation for our continued ascent and future achievements.

*Represents multi-year pledge

We hope you will consider becoming a member. For more information about giving to the 
School of Dramatic Arts, please contact Sara Fousekis at 213-821-4047 or fousekis@usc.edu.
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