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This production is performed without an intermission. 

CONTENT WARNING  
Please be advised that this production includes discussions 
of death, depictions of food insecurity and blood.
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NOTE FROM THE ARTISTIC TEAM

LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT
USC is built on the unceded land of the Tongva, Chumash and Kizh people. We at SDA 
acknowledge and honor the Tongva, Chumash and Kizh people/communities and wish 
to amplify that they are still here. We encourage everyone to find out whose ancestral 
land you live on and commit to our shared responsibility to be agents of change, and 
for each of us to consider our roles in reconciliation, decolonization and allyship. 

SPECIAL THANKS 
To Our Community Partners: Amazing Grace Conservatory, TeAda Theater Company, 
24th Street Theater, Marshall Dance Company, LA vs. Hate, LA Common. 

Shakespeare’s romantic comedy As You Like It 
explores different kinds of love relationships such as family, 
friendship and romance. The characters in the original story 
and our adaptation are also learning how to love and accept 
all aspects of themselves while seeking that acceptance from 
others. The characters want to be seen as their authentic 
selves, not the masks or personae that they hide behind, 
choose to show or feel they need to create in order to survive, 
be included, or valued. The world of the Royal Court/Kingdom 
values power, control, wealth, status, rigid social norms, and 
rules of divisiveness. The world of Arden values community, 
humanity, empathy, shared and sustainable resources, 
respect, and civility across differences, and positive conflict 
resolution without violence or polarization.

In Shaina Taub’s adaptation of this story, she purposely 
incorporates various styles and genres of music to reflect the 
diversity of people, identities and cultures who are telling and 
embodying this imaginative origin story like a folktale or fable. 
We are approaching our story within the inclusive mission of the 
Public Works initiative that centers community and “believes 
that culture belongs to everyone.” In the spirit of how the show 
was originally produced at The Public Theater in New York, our 
production includes community members alongside SDA students 
to breathe life into this story from the following collaborative 
partners: Amazing Grace Conservatory, TeAda Theater Company, 
24th Street Theater and Marshall Dance Company.
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ABOUT THE SCHOOL

The USC School of Dramatic Arts fosters the talents of artist-scholars 
who are dramatically different — who are willing to imagine the 
future of the entertainment industry and bring it to life. Through an 
interdisciplinary, entrepreneurial education students develop the skills 
necessary to discover their unique voice and are exposed to diverse 
styles and multiple media. Students and recent alumni are supported by 
the School’s unique Professional Development Center which offers career 
services and professionalization opportunities to help students establish 
and sustain successful careers as creators, performers and cultural 
innovators. For more information, visit dramaticarts.usc.edu. 



SUPPORTERS OF DRAMATIC ARTS

The USC School of Dramatic Arts would like to recognize the generosity of the following individuals and 
organizations who have supported the School over the past year towards core programs such as production, 
professional development, scholarship, Dean’s Strategic Fund and our new Drama Center. We recognize at the 
visionary level those donors whose tremendous generosity has reached the cumulative giving level of $1 million+. 
Their extraordinary commitment has built the foundation for our continued ascent and future achievements.

*Represents multi-year pledge

We hope you will consider becoming a member. For more information about giving to the 
School of Dramatic Arts, please contact Sara Fousekis at 213-821-4047 or fousekis@usc.edu.
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