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CAST (In alphabetical order)

Alcides B. Costa Jr.
 He/Him, Canon Frederick 
Chasuble • MFA Acting Year 3

Devin Craig He/Him,
Lane/Merriman 
• MFA Acting Year 3 

Deniz Himmetoglu
He/Him, Algernon Moncrieff
• MFA Acting Year 3

Beryl Liu She/Her, 
Miss Laetitia Prism
• MFA Acting Year 3

Krosby João Roza 
He/Him, Jack Worthing 
• MFA Acting Year 3

Megan Tomei She/Her, 
Gwendolen Fairfax 
• MFA Acting Year 3

Gabriella Weltman
She/Her, Cecily Cardew 
• MFA Acting Year 3

Kai Zhang He/Him, 
Lady Augusta Bracknell 
• MFA Acting Year 3

This performance contains a 15-minute intermission.

CONTENT WARNING

Please be advised this production contains outdated expectations 
of gender roles and classist statements. 

LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT

USC is built on the unceded land of the Tongva, Chumash and Kizh people. We at SDA 
acknowledge and honor the Tongva, Chumash and Kizh people/communities and wish to 
amplify that they are still here. We encourage everyone to find out whose ancestral land 
you live on and commit to our shared responsibility to be agents of change, and for each of 
us to consider our roles in reconciliation, decolonization and allyship.



NOTE FROM THE ARTISTIC TEAM

IN A LETTER to his good friend Ada Leverson, 
Oscar Wilde wrote: “I hope you enjoy my ‘trivial’ 
play. It is written by a butterfly for butterflies.”  

Hidden among the many paradoxes and 
parodies within Earnest are satirical truths and 
longing for a world free of sexual boundaries. 
Wilde dresses up his genuine search for 
idealized love within upper class British rigidity 
by utilizing Shakespearean star-crossed lovers 
and rapid-paced, witty dialogue. His bravery 
to touch on social convention and gender roles 
in plain sight, skewering the very audience the 
play was written for, shows guts and daring. 
His style is at once silly and stinging, exposing 
the skin-deep triviality of the “ruling class.” 
Playing with versions of British snobbery 
onstage, perhaps Wilde found a better 
interpretation of the illusion that was Victorian 
society, the “earnest” world on the outside, full 
of sham and falsities.

SPECIAL THANKS 
David Warshofsky, Natsuko Ohama, Emily Roxworthy, Manny Prieto, EmmaJo Spencer

ADDITIONAL  THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING EARNEST PRODUCTION STAFF 
Vocal/Dialect Coach Louis Colaianni | Intimacy Director Jaclyn Chantel  
Production Deputy Megan Tomei | Assistant Stage Manager Trevor Williams
Production Manager Leia Crawford | Stage Management Mentor Jenn Sarvas
Hair & Makeup Consultant Juliet Black | Costume Assistant Maya Reddy
Wardrobe Supervisors Allie Rones, Kale Hinthorn | Costume Mentor Samantha 
Jones | Technical Crew Ali-Moosa Mirza, Chelsea Allison, Christian Johnson, 
Colum Goebelbecker, Hannah Harding, Montserrat Videla Samper,  Phillips 
Payton, Toni Willis
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Debra De Liso, John DeMita, Amrita Dhaliwal, Alana Dietze, Gary Domasin, Camirin Farmer, Wayne Federman, 
Matthew Felten, Laurie Fisher, Lena Ford, Jared Gertner, Jill Gold, Natalie Gray, Marin Helppie, Jessy Hodges, 
Finola Hughes, Paul Hungerford, Desi Jevon, Kendall Johnson, Michael Kramer, Marty Lamar, Edgar Landa, Adam 
Lebowitz-Lockard, Deborah Lew, Daniel Lincoln, Anthony Lucca, Babette Markus, Nick Massouh, Melissa Miles, 
Kevin McCorkle, Robert Mohler, Matthew Montgomery, Patrick Murphy, Evelyn Nacif-Visconti, Hugh O'Gorman, 
Doug Peck, Tomm Polos, Gabriella Santinelli, Sim Sarna, Kenneth Sawyer, Nathan W. Scheuer, Christopher Scott, 
Judith Shelton, Tessa Slovis, Dana Solimando, Tony Taccone, Jessica Toltzis, Lindsay Torrey, Anna Winget, Steve 
Zuckerman, Sabina Zúñiga Varela

Emeriti Faculty: Don Llewellyn, Eve Roberts, Andy Robinson, Eric Trules, James Wilson
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Lori Ray Fisher 
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(Vice Chair of Performance, George Burns Professor of Theatre)
Professor Oliver Mayer 

DISTINGUISHED PROFESSORS
Velina Hasu Houston 
(Resident Playwright) 

PROFESSORS
Sharon Marie Carnicke
Meiling Cheng

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS
Luis Alfaro 
(Director of MFA Dramatic Writing Program)
Alexandra Billings 
Takeshi Kata 
(Chair of Design)
Sibyl Wickersheimer

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS
Esther K. Chae
Ann Closs-Farley
Elizabeth Harper
Samantha C. Jones 
Melissa Treinkman

PROFESSORS OF THEATRE PRACTICE
Philip G. Allen 
(Director of Sound Design) 
Brent Blair 
(Director of Theatre & Social Change) 
Kate Burton
Paula Cizmar
(Co-Director Institute for Theatre & Social Change) 
Louis Colaianni
Elsbeth M. Collins 
(Chair of Production & Stage Management)
Joseph Hacker
Duncan Mahoney 
(Technical Director)
Natsuko Ohama
Michele Shay 
(Chair of Performance)
Stephanie Shroyer
David Warshofsky 
(Director of MFA Acting, McKinlay Chair)

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS OF THEATRE PRACTICE
Kathleen Dunn-Muzingo
Melinda C. Finberg
Laura Flanagan 
Rena M. Heinrich
(Chair of Critical Studies & Dramatic Writing, 
Chair of Literary Committee)

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS OF THEATRE PRACTICE
Boni B. Alvarez
Bayo Akinfemi 
(Director of BA Acting Practicum)
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Department Business Administrator 
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Content Marketing Manager Geoffrey Waring
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Communications Assistant Faith Flippen 

DEANS’ OFFICE
Information Technology Director Prakash Shirke
Director of Internships & Special Programs Meghan Laughlin
Events Manager Jennifer Franco
Events Assistant Sofia D'Annunzio 
Conservatory Coordinator & Director of the Office of Equity, 
Diversity and Inclusion Chevaughan Dyer
Executive Assistant to the Dean & Vice Dean Nathalie Zuletta
USC Comic+Care Coordinator Chae Chaput
Industry Liaisons Ally Beans, Daryl Eisenberg

PRODUCTION
Associate Production Manager Leia Crawford
Technical Theatre Manager Michael Latimer
Assistant Technical Directors Donavan Martinelli, Michael Etzrodt
Scenic Charge Artist Bessie M. Lebeda 
Asst. Technical Theatre Manager Christopher Paci
Video & Streaming Manager Joe Shea 
Costume Shop Manager Howard Schmitt
Costume Technicians Charlotte Stratton, Timo Elliott
Properties Manager Brittany White 
Sound Supervisor Sean Allinson

BOARD OF COUNCILORS
Michele Dedeaux Engemann 
Founding Chair 

Joshua B. Grode 
Chair 

Chris Andrews 
Lorrie Bartlett
Todd Black
Nnamdi Asomugha 
Lauren Booth
Connie Britton
Michael Chiklis
Michael Felix 
Rodric David 
Brad Fuller
Lori Furie 
Steve Gersh
Kourosh Gohar
Grant Heslov
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ABOUT THE SCHOOL

The USC School of Dramatic Arts fosters the talents of artist-scholars 
who are dramatically different — who are willing to imagine the 
future of the entertainment industry and bring it to life. Through an 
interdisciplinary, entrepreneurial education students develop the skills 
necessary to discover their unique voice and are exposed to diverse 
styles and multiple media. Students and recent alumni are supported by 
the School’s unique Professional Development Center which offers career 
services and professionalization opportunities to help students establish 
and sustain successful careers as creators, performers and cultural 
innovators. For more information, visit dramaticarts.usc.edu. 



SUPPORTERS OF DRAMATIC ARTS

The USC School of Dramatic Arts would like to recognize the generosity of the following individuals and 
organizations who have supported the School over the past year towards core programs such as production, 
professional development, scholarship, Dean’s Strategic Fund and our new Drama Center. We recognize at the 
visionary level those donors whose tremendous generosity has reached the cumulative giving level of $1 million+. 
Their extraordinary commitment has built the foundation for our continued ascent and future achievements.

*Represents multi-year pledge

We hope you will consider becoming a member. For more information about giving to the 
School of Dramatic Arts, please contact Sara Fousekis at 213-821-4047 or fousekis@usc.edu.
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