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This performance contains a 15-minute intermission.

CONTENT WARNING

Please be advised this production contains outdated expectations
of gender roles and classist statements.
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USC is built on the unceded land of the Tongva, Chumash and Kizh people. We at SDA
acknowledge and honor the Tongva, Chumash and Kizh people/communities and wish to
amplify that they are still here. We encourage everyone to find out whose ancestral land
you live on and commit to our shared responsibility to be agents of change, and for each of

us to consider our roles in reconciliation, decolonization and allyship.



NOTE FROM THE ARTISTIC TEAM

IN A LETTER to his good friend Ada Leverson,
Oscar Wilde wrote: “I hope you enjoy my ‘trivial’
play. It is written by a butterfly for butterflies.”

Hidden among the many paradoxes and
parodies within Earnest are satirical truths and
longing for a world free of sexual boundaries.
Wilde dresses up his genuine search for
idealized love within upper class British rigidity
by utilizing Shakespearean star-crossed lovers
and rapid-paced, witty dialogue. His bravery
to touch on social convention and gender roles
in plain sight, skewering the very audience the
play was written for, shows guts and daring.
His style is at once silly and stinging, exposing
the skin-deep triviality of the “ruling class.”
Playing with versions of British snobbery
onstage, perhaps Wilde found a better
interpretation of the illusion that was Victorian
society, the “earnest” world on the outside, full
of sham and falsities.
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We hope you will consider becoming a member. For more information about giving to the
School of Dramatic Arts, please contact Sara Fousekis at 213-821-4047 or fousekis@usc.edu.



