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DANCE NATION received its UK premiere at the Almeida Theatre, London, September 2018.
Playwrights Horizons, Inc., New York City, produced the World Premiere of DANCE NATION in 2018 
with support from an award by the National Endowment of the Arts, and a generous gift from Scott M. 
Delman. Special thanks to The Harold and Mimi Steinberg Trust for supporting new plays at Playwrights 
Horizons, and special thanks to the Time Warner Foundation for its leadership support of New Works 
Lab at Playwrights Horizons.
DANCE NATION was developed at the Perry-Mansfield New Works Festival, June 2015, with the Atlantic 
Theatre Company, and presented as part of the Contemporary American Voices Festival at Long Wharf 
Theatre, September 2016.
DANCE NATION was written, in part, in residence at SPACE on Ryder Farm, and received extensive 
workshop time and space as part of New Dramatists’ Jerry A. Tishman Playwrights Creativity Fund.
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Lighting Design
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Scenic Design
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BFA Theatrical Design, Junior

Costume Design
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CAST (In alphabetical order)

*Ella Blain She/Her
Sofia • BA Theatre, Senior

**Hayley Cirenza 
She/Her,Vanessa, The Moms
BA Theatre, Emphasis in Acting, 
Senior

*Jordan Coffer She/Her
Vanessa, The Moms • BA 
Theatre, Emphasis in Acting, Senior 

*Jamie Gallo They/Them
Maeve • BA Theatre, Emphasis 
in Acting, Senior

**Genevieve Hercules 
She/They, Sofia • BA Theatre, 
Senior

*Joy Jaensubhakij 
She/Her, Ashlee • BA Theatre, 
Emphasis in Acting, Senior

**Sun Jin 
Maeve • BA Theatre, Emphasis 
in Acting, Junior

*Mia Gabrielle Juni
She/Her, Amina
• BA Theatre, Sophomore

**Bruno Koskoff He/Him
Luke • BFA Musical Theatre, 
Sophomore

*Brooke MacDougal 
She/Her, Zuzu • BA Theatre, 
Emphasis in Acting, Senior

**Sophie Martinez 
She/Her, Zuzu • BA Theatre, 
Emphasis in Acting, Sophomore 

**Maddi Moran She/Her, 
Ashlee • BA Theatre, 
Emphasis in Acting, Senior

*Sarah Mwangi She/Her
Connie • BFA Acting for Stage 
& Screen, Junior

*Henry Parker-Elder
He/Him, Dance Teacher Pat 
• BA Theatre, and BA Cinema 
and Media Studies, Senior 

*Miles Tardy He/Him, 
Luke • BA Theatre, Senior

**George Vagujhelyi 
Dance Teacher Pat 
• BA Theatre, Emphasis in 
Acting, Senior

(continued on next page)
*Performs 10/20 eve, 10/22 mat, 10/26 eve, 10/28 mat & eve
**Performs 10/21 mat & eve, 10/25 eve, 10/27 eve, 10/29 mat



This play is performed without an intermission.

PRODUCTION WARNINGS

Please be advised that this production contains stylized gore and use of blood, coarse 
language, depictions of self-harm and masturbation, and descriptions of sex, sexual 
assault and harassment of the teenaged characters. Additionally, there are references 
to cultural appropriation and racism, disordered eating, suicide and mental illness, 
cancer and death. This production also contains the use of strobe lighting.

CAST (continued)

**Zafina Virani She/Her, 
Connier • Theatre Minor, 
Sophomore

**Annie Zhang  She/Her
Amina • BA Theatre, Senior

ADDITIONAL  DANCE NATION PRODUCTION STAFF 
Intimacy Director Jaclyn Chantal | Asst. Director Delaney Sylester
Asst. Choreographer Keira Osborne | Production Deputies Sun Jin, Ella Blain, 
Zoe McCracken | Asst. Stage Managers Kaitlyn Chaidez, Kenny Tapia-Ramos 
Production Managers Jenn Sarvas and Simon Chau | Stage Management Mentor 
Jenn Sarvas | Design Asst. Yuna Bae | Scenic Mentor Takeshi Kata | Costume Asst. 
Aerin Glaser | Hair & Makeup Consultant Juliette Black | Wardrobe Supervisor 
Kale Hinthorn | Costume Mentor Samantha Jones | Asst. Lighting Designer 
Stefan Vujnovic | Asst. Technical Director Abigail Soroka | Technical Director 
Mentor Duncan Mahoney | Technical Crew Ally Atwell, Kristin Dickson, Mia Drut, 
Francisco Espinoza Miranda, Alexa Feldman

SPECIAL THANKS 
The Vault Dance Studio, Montrose CA & Christina Bircher; Tom & Maya Johnson

*Performs 10/20 eve, 10/22 mat, 10/26 eve, 10/28 mat & eve
**Performs 10/21 mat & eve, 10/25 eve, 10/27 eve, 10/29 mat

LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT

USC is built on the unceded land of the Tongva, Chumash and Kizh people. We at SDA 
acknowledge and honor the Tongva, Chumash and Kizh people/communities and wish 
to amplify that they are still here. We encourage everyone to find out whose ancestral 
land you live on and commit to our shared responsibility to be agents of change, and 
for each of us to consider our roles in reconciliation, decolonization and allyship.



DIRECTOR'S NOTE

Playwright Clare Barron has rolled up her 
sleeves and given us a ferocious story of 
seven thirteen-year-old dancers navigating 
their tumultuous pre-teen years against the 
backdrop and pressures of the competitive 
dance world. I was drawn to this play by 
the unbridled “feral-ness” of the young 
dancers as each of them strives to be “the 
best dancer” while still maintaining close 
friendships with each other. We find these 
characters at a crossroads of one of life’s 
biggest events—the search for identity.  
In this play the characters go against the 
norm of allowing society to shape them and 
instead forge bravely and boldly to define 
themselves on their own terms. In the end 
they may just find that there is true strength 
in their numbers and that unity provides 
the power to achieve their dreams. As a 
self-professed and proud “Dance Mom” of 
a teenaged competitive dancer, it’s a joy to 
work with these passionate and talented 
students on this raw and provocative play. 
Thank you for joining us on this wild ride of 
self-expression.



ADJUNCT LECTURERS AND PART-TIME FACULTY
John Allis, Emily Alpren, Robert Bailey, Jenni Barber, Ahmed Best, Mallory Birkrem, Danyé Brown, Tom 
Buderwitz, Martha Carter, Frank Catalano, Adam Chambers, Lee Shallat Chemel, Corinne Chooey, Julián Juaquín 
Conde, Inda Craig-Galvan, Jeff Crockett, Susan Dalian, Gregg T. Daniel, Debra De Liso, John DeMita, Amrita 
Dhaliwal, Alana Dietze, Gary Domasin, Wayne Federman, Matthew Felten, Laurie Fisher, Lena Ford, Jill Gold, 
Natalie Gray, Jessy Hodges, Finola Hughes, Paul Hungerford, Kendall Johnson, Marty Lamar, Edgar Landa, Adam 
Lebowitz-Lockard, Daniel Lincoln, Anthony Lucca, Babette Markus, Nick Massouh, Kevin McCorkle, Robert 
Mohler, Matthew Montgomery, Patrick Murphy, Hugh O'Gorman, Doug Peck, Tomm Polos, Gabriella Santinelli, 
Sim Sarna, Kenneth Sawyer, Nathan W. Scheuer, Judith Shelton, Tessa Slovis, Dana Solimando, Lindsay Torrey, 
Anna Winget, Steve Zuckerman, Sabina Zúñiga Varela

Emeriti Faculty: Don Llewellyn, Eve Roberts, Andy Robinson, Eric Trules, James Wilson

DEAN
Emily Roxworthy

VICE DEAN
Lori Ray Fisher 

ASSOCIATE DEANS
Professor of Theatre Practice Anita Dashiell-Sparks 
(Vice Chair of Performance, George Burns Professor of Theatre)
Professor Oliver Mayer 
(Director of MFA Dramatic Writing Program)

DISTINGUISHED PROFESSORS
Velina Hasu Houston 
(Resident Playwright) 

PROFESSORS
Sharon Marie Carnicke
Meiling Cheng

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS
Luis Alfaro
Alexandra Billings 
Takeshi Kata 
(Chair of Design)
Sibyl Wickersheimer

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS
Esther K. Chae
Ann Closs-Farley
Elizabeth Harper
Samantha C. Jones 
Melissa Treinkman

PROFESSORS OF THEATRE PRACTICE
Philip G. Allen 
(Director of Sound Design) 
Brent Blair 
(Director of Theatre & Social Change) 
Kate Burton
Paula Cizmar
(Co-Director Institute for Theatre & Social Change) 
Louis Colaianni
Elsbeth M. Collins 
(Chair of Production & Stage Management)
Joseph Hacker
Duncan Mahoney 
(Technical Director)
Natsuko Ohama
Michele Shay 
(Chair of Performance)
Stephanie Shroyer
David Warshofsky 
(Director of MFA Acting, McKinlay Chair)

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS OF THEATRE PRACTICE
Kathleen Dunn-Muzingo
Melinda C. Finberg
Laura Flanagan 
Rena M. Heinrich
(Chair of Critical Studies & Dramatic Writing, 
Chair of Literary Committee)

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS OF THEATRE PRACTICE
Boni B. Alvarez
Bayo Akinfemi 
(Director of BA Acting Practicum)
Kirstin Eggers
Scott Faris 
(Alice M. Pollitt Professor of Stage Management)
Stevie Johnson
MaryAnn Hu
(Interim Director of BFA Musical Theatre)
S. Anindo Marshall 
Noel Nichols 
Dan Shaner 
(Director of Professional Development)
Zachary Steel 
(Director of Comedy)
Rodney To 
Paul Urcioli



STAFF
ADMISSIONS & STUDENT SERVICES
Associate Dean Sergio Ramirez
Assistant Director of Admissions Ramón Valdez
Academic Advisors Aspen Cole, Samantha Bradfield
Office Manager Mabel Lopez

ADVANCEMENT
Associate Dean Sara Fousekis
Director of Development Kimberly Muhlbach
Alumni Relations & Annual Giving Manager Summer Grubaugh
Director of Fundraising Special Initiatives Marissa Gonzalez
Advancement Coordinator Kathy Morgan 

BUSINESS AFFAIRS
Associate Dean Kalief Washington
Department Business Administrator 
& Home Department Coordinator Crystal Balthrop
Budget/Business Analyst Marcus Walker

COMMUNICATIONS
Associate Dean Delphine Vasko
Content Marketing Manager Geoffrey Waring
Graphic Designer Christopher Komuro
Communications Assistant Faith Flippen 

DEANS’ OFFICE
Information Technology Director Prakash Shirke
Director of Internships & Special Programs Meghan Laughlin
Events Manager Jennifer Franco
Events Assistant Sofia D'Annanzio 
Conservatory Coordinator & Director of the Office of Equity, 
Diversity and Inclusion Chevaughan Dyer
Executive Assistant to the Dean & Vice Dean Nathalie Zuletta
USC Comic+Care Coordinator Chae Chaput
Industry Liaisons Ally Beans, Daryl Eisenberg

PRODUCTION
Associate Production Manager Leia Crawford
Technical Theatre Manager Michael Latimer
Assistant Technical Directors Donavan Martinelli, Michael Etzrodt
Scenic Charge Artist Bessie M. Lebeda 
Asst. Technical Theatre Manager Christopher Paci
Video & Streaming Manager Joe Shea 
Costume Shop Manager Howard Schmitt
Costume Technicians Charlotte Stratton, Timo Elliott
Properties Manager Brittany White 
Sound Supervisor Sean Allinson

BOARD OF COUNCILORS
Michele Dedeaux Engemann 
Founding Chair 

Joshua B. Grode 
Chair 

Chris Andrews 
Lorrie Bartlett
Todd Black
Lauren Booth
Connie Britton
Michael Chiklis
Michael Felix 
Brad Fuller
Lori Furie 
Steve Gersh
Kourosh Gohar
Grant Heslov
Gary Lask
Franklin Leonard
Alexander LoCasale
Dr. Steven Nagelberg
Jennifer Pate 
Rik Reppe
Dean Emily Roxworthy
Linda Bernstein Rubin
Cathy Sandrich Gelfond
Anthony Sparks
Rik Toulon
Tracy Tutor
Blair Underwood
Paula Wagner
Noelle L. Wolf

ALUMNI LEADERSHIP 
COUNCIL 

Adrienne Visnic
Chair

Taylor Elizabeth Allen
Adam Blumenthal
Kate Cannova
Mona Chatterjee Raffle 
John Coffey
David Fickas
Lorena Estefania Gonzalez
Kendall Johnson 
Jaclyn Kalkhurst
JP Karliak 
Sean Lask
Elizabeth O’Connell 
Tomm Polos 
Michael Schwartz 
Pranav Shah
John Villacorta

ABOUT THE SCHOOL

The USC School of Dramatic Arts fosters the talents of artist-scholars 
who are dramatically different — who are willing to imagine the 
future of the entertainment industry and bring it to life. Through an 
interdisciplinary, entrepreneurial education students develop the skills 
necessary to discover their unique voice and are exposed to diverse 
styles and multiple media. Students and recent alumni are supported by 
the School’s unique Professional Development Center which offers career 
services and professionalization opportunities to help students establish 
and sustain successful careers as creators, performers and cultural 
innovators. For more information, visit dramaticarts.usc.edu. 



SUPPORTERS OF DRAMATIC ARTS

The USC School of Dramatic Arts would like to recognize the generosity of the following individuals and 
organizations who have supported the School over the past year towards core programs such as production, 
professional development, scholarship, Dean’s Strategic Fund and our new Drama Center. We recognize at the 
visionary level those donors whose tremendous generosity has reached the cumulative giving level of $1 million+. 
Their extraordinary commitment has built the foundation for our continued ascent and future achievements.

*Represents multi-year pledge

We hope you will consider becoming a member. For more information about giving to the 
School of Dramatic Arts, please contact Sara Fousekis at 213-821-4047 or fousekis@usc.edu.

VISIONARY CIRCLE

Anonymous* (4) 
Dr. & Mrs. Peter Bing and the  
 Anna H. Bing Living Trust
Lauren & Mark Booth*
Victoire & Owsley Brown III*
George N. Burns Trust
Roger & Michele 
 Dedeaux Engemann*
The Lawrence & Megan Foley  
 Family Foundation, Inc.*
Katherine B. Loker
Martin Massman Trust
Robert & Elizabeth Plumleigh
 —In Memory of 
 Karen Plumleigh Cortney*
Alice, Teresa & Byron Pollitt

DEAN’S CIRCLE

Adobe Foundation
Anonymous* (2)
The Auen Foundation
Rama Backer*
The H.N. and Frances C.  
 Berger Foundation 
Steve & Jerri Nagelberg*
Rod & Elsie Nakamoto* 
Richard & Diane Weinberg* 
Noelle L. Wolf*

PATRONS OF TRIBUTE 

Anonymous* (2)
Albert and Bessie 
 Warner Fund
Joan Beber Grant Fund of 
 the Jewish Community  
 Foundation*
The Ella Fitzgerald   
 Charitable Foundation
Michael & Debbie Felix*
Vida & Kourosh Gohar*
Linda Bernstein Rubin 
 & Tony Rubin*

SEASON SPONSORS

Anonymous 
DeAnna & Michael   
 Colglazier*
Christine & Gabriel Dassa*
Robin & Justin Doran*  
Kristin & Warren Geller* 
Gary & Karen Lask* 
Pamela & Mark Litvack* 
LoCasale Consulting, Inc.*
Michael & MelissaMeyers*
NBCUniversal Media, LLC 
Christine Marie Ofiesh* 
Karyn & Paul Staubi*

EXECUTIVE PRODUCERS

Adam Blumenthal*
Alexander & Megan   
 LoCasale*
R. Sally Watt Oxley 
 & Howard Oxley
The Port Family
Danny Strong

PRODUCERS

Anonymous 
The Bryan Family
Rory & Michael Byrne
Kate Cannova
Brad & Ally Fuller
Kathryn & John
 Gilbertson 
Melvin & Doris Hughes
Jan & Mike MacDougal
Jennifer & Jonas Pate
Kam & Joe Patton,
 —In Honor of Theresa  
 Patton, Class of 2024 
Carla & Bill Pelster*   
The Phil Allen
 Mentorship Scholarship
Tomm & Lizzie Polos 
The Sunflower Pictures 
Paula Wagner 
 & Rick Nicita

DIRECTORS 

Kirsten & David Abdo 
Chris & Jennifer Andrews
Lorrie A. Bartlett
Randolph & Ellen Beatty
John D. & Leslie 
 Henner Burns Family  
 Foundation
Sumner & Angela Erdman 
Louise Firestone 
 & Joseph Pizzurro, 
 —In Honor of 
 the SDA Faculty
Lori & Simon Furie 
Eugene & Wendy Garcia
Cathy Sandrich Gelfond 
Elizabeth Haefele 
The Heslov Family   
Cinda Lucas 
Mary Ruenprom & 
 Robert Rodriguez
Ioannis & Evelina 
 Skaribas Foundation
Anthony Sparks, Ph.D. 
 & Professor Anita   
 Dashiell-Sparks
Rik Toulon 
Town & Gown of USC 
Tracy Tutor 
James J. Wen & 
 Laurie Hom Wen 
Dr. Stephen L. Wheeler
 & Lynne Dunahoo   
 Wheeler

PATRONS

Dr. Patrick Auerbach &  
 David Kaminski, Esq.
Anna Webb Egerton 
Lorena Estefania   
 Gonzalez
Marissa D. Gonzalez
Allison & Keyes Hill-Edgar 
Doug & Erin Hyman
Priya Kapoor & 
 James Darnborough
Laurie & Todd Okum 
Ann & Bruce Pember

ANGELS

Jonathan & Adrienne   
 Anderle 
 —In Memory of 
 David & Sherril Anderle
Theodore V. Arevalo
Emanuel Bachmann   
 Foundation 
 —In Memory of
 Emanuel O. Bachmann,
 B.S. 1932
Dr. David Emmes & 
 Ms. Paula Tomei 
Freddie & Andrea Fenster
Lorraine J. Gildred-  
 Conlan
Ken Hardin
JP Karliak & 
 Scott Barnhardt
Amy Landecker & 
 Bradley Whitford 
Jeanne McDonald-  
 Powers & Travis Powers
Dr. Willa Olsen
Mary Reveles Pallares
Mona & Benjamin Raffle  
Abe & Annika Somer
Marissa Stahl 
Jeff & Cathie Thermond

IN KIND GIFTS 

Rodric David  

SPECIAL THANKS 

The Anawalt Family 


