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By George (1946), 
performed at the George School
“I’ll Meet You At the Donut”

Saturday Night (1954), unproduced until 1997, 
book by Julius J. Epstein and Philip G. Epstein. 

“So Many People”

West Side Story (1957), music by Leonard 
Bernstein, book by Arthur Laurents.

“Something’s Coming”

Gypsy (1959), music by Jule Styne, 
book by Arthur Laurents.

“Smile, Girls”

A Funny Thing Happened on the 
Way to the Forum (1962), 

book by Burt Shevelove and Larry Gelbart. 
“Invocation/Forget War”

“Love Is in the Air”
“Comedy Tonight”

Anyone Can Whistle 
(1964), book by Arthur Laurents.
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Do I Hear a Waltz? (1965), 
music by Richard Rodgers, book by Arthur Laurents. 
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Evening Primrose (1966), originally broadcast 
Nov. 16, 1966; written by John Collier & James 
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“Waiting for the Girls Upstairs”
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A Little Night Music 
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Pacific Overtures (1976), 
book by John Weidman, 

additional material by Hugh Wheeler. 
Entr’acte
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book by Hugh Wheeler. 
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(1981), book by George Furth. 
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Sunday in the Park with George 
(1984), book by James Lapine.
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book by James Lapine. 

“Children Will Listen”
“Ever After”

Assassins (1990), 
book by John Weidman. 
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Passion (1994), book James Lapine. 
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Road Show (2008), 
book by John Weidman, 

formerly titled Bounce (2003). 
“The Best Thing That Ever Has Happened”

Do I Hear a Waltz? © 1965 by Richard Rodgers and Stephen Sondheim. Copyright Renewed. 
Williamson Music (ASCAP), an Imagem Company, owner of publication and allied rights of 
Richard Rodgers. Burthen Music Company, Inc., owner of publication and allied rights of 

Stephen Sondheim. International Copyright Secured. All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission. 
Something’s Coming by Leonard Bernstein and Stephen Sondheim. © 1957 Amberson 

Holdings LLC & Stephen Sondheim. Copyright renewed.
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Musical theatre is an art form that is constantly under 
construction. As audiences evolve, musical theatre evolves 
right along with them, and no one has contributed more to that 
evolution than Stephen Sondheim. Sondheim’s art isn’t easy. 
The music is crunchy and complicated, and it doesn’t always 
go where you think it’s going to. The lyrics can be challenging, 
and they have a tendency to turn around on themselves when 
you least expect it. But, it’s this complexity and tension that 
makes Sondheim’s work so resonant — life is crunchy and 
complicated, and it doesn’t always go where you think it’s 
going to. Moving through the world as a human being can be 
challenging, and it can turn around on you when you least 
expect it. Sondheim did what artists do; he used his unique 
gifts to shine a light on what it means to be a human being.  
 
There’s a lot of Sondheim out there right now, and that’s great 
news for audiences. As musical theatre continues to evolve, 
Sondheim’s musicals will resonate more deeply as audiences 
discover what Stephen Sondheim knew all along. The world is 
a messy place. Paths aren’t straight.  Two opposite things can 
be true at the same time. The hard but simple, regretful but 
happy, red/blue/purple-ness of our lives are what define us as 
human beings.  That complexity and joyful tension defines what 
it means to be alive. 

Clips from “The Mike Douglas Show’’ courtesy of CBS Television Distribution; clip from the Bernard Levin Interviews 
courtesy of BBC and the Levin Estate; clip from “The David Frost Show” courtesy of CBS Television Distribution and 
David Frost; clips from “The South Bank Show” are courtesy of ITV Studios Limited; clips showing actors and Stephen 
Sondheim rehearsing for Company and clip showing Ethel Merman and various cast members from Gypsy courtesy 
of Pennebaker Hegedus Films, Pamela Myers and the Estate of Ethel Merman; clips from the “20/20” courtesy of ABC 
News; clips from “60 Minutes” courtesy of CBS News Archive and Diane Sawyer; West Side Story footage is courtesy 
of MGM, the Estate of Natalie Wood and Richard Beymer; “Send in the Clowns Montage”: Clip of Glynis Johns courtesy 
of Glyis Johns; clip of Frank Sinatra courtesy of South Bay Music and the Frank Sinatra Estate; clip of Judy collins 
courtesy of the “Muppet Show” and Judy collins; clip of Patti LaBelle courtesy of Pattonium, Inc.; clip of A Little Night 
Music courtesy of Sascha Films and Elizabeth Taylor; clip of Judy Dench from  A Little Night Music courtesy of ITV 
Studios Limited and Judi Dench; clip of Treorchy Male Choir courtesy of Frederick O’Brien and Dean Powel; clip of One 
Voice courtesy of Barbra Streisand; clips of Olivia Broderick courtesy of Miriam Ascarelli and James Broderick; clip of 
Aldo Blaga courtesy of Aldo Blaga; clip of ice skater, Joan Chanel, choreography Bobby Beacahmp, courtesy of Joan 
Chanel; clip of Bernadette Peters courtesy of Bernadette Peters; clip of Sarah Vaughan courtesy of the Estate of Sarah 
Vaughan; clip of Warren Freeman courtesy of Warren Freeman. Various photos courtesy of Black Star, Freidman-
Abeles Studio, Getty Images, Martha Swope; Peter Cunningham, Rivka Katvan, Mary Rodgers Guettel and RHO/
Imagem. Photograph by Richard Avedon, Stephen Sondheim, composer. New York, June 12, 1961 © 2010 The Richard 
Avedon Foundation.
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ABOUT THE SCHOOL
The USC School of Dramatic Arts fosters the talents of artist-
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voice and are exposed to diverse styles and multiple media. 
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For more information, please visit dramaticarts.usc.edu. 



SUPPORTERS OF DRAMATIC ARTS

The USC School of Dramatic Arts would like to recognize the generosity of the following individuals and 
organizations who have supported the School over the past year towards core programs such as production, 
professional development, scholarship, Dean’s Strategic Fund and our new Drama Center. We recognize at the 
visionary level those donors whose tremendous generosity has reached the cumulative giving level of $1 million+. 
Their extraordinary commitment has built the foundation for our continued ascent and future achievements.

*Represents multi-year pledge

We hope you will consider becoming a member. For more information about giving to the 
School of Dramatic Arts, please contact Sara Fousekis at 213-821-4047 or fousekis@usc.edu.
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