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Michaela’s Fluent Aphasia
By Christina Carrafiell  
Directed by John DeMita

Weekend Warriors
By Adi Eshman 
Directed by Fran de Leon

bloody noses
By Matilda Corley Schulman 
Directed by David Warshofsky

PERFORMANCE SCHEDULE 

Michaela’s Fluent Aphasia
Thurs, April 20, at 7:30 p.m., Sat, April 22, at 8 p.m., Tues, April 25, at 7:30 p.m. 

Weekend Warriors 
Fri, April 21, at 7:30 p.m., Sun, April 23, at 2:30 p.m., Wed, April 26, at 7:30 p.m. 

bloody noses 
Sat, April 22, at 2:30 p.m., Mon, April 24, at 7:30 p.m., Thur, April 27, at 7:30 p.m.



Directed by John DeMita

Ben Crane   Maddy Curry   Lexi Minetree   Micah Schneider
With

Scenic Design

Takeshi Kata and Maya Channer
            BFA Design, Sophomore

Costume Design

Juliet Black
BFA Design, Sophomore

Stage Manager

Yaesol Jeong
Technical Director

Dominic Vacca
BFA Technical Direction, Senior

Please be advised that this production contains discussions of domestic abuse, as well 
as depictions of surgical procedures. This production also contains use of strobe lighting. 

Michaela’s Fluent Aphasia

Lighting and Projection Design

G. Austin Allen
Sound Design

Alma Reyes-Thomas

NOTE FROM THE PLAYWRIGHT
This play, Is for the girls; The girls who support, Who help, Who save lives, Who took 
broken pieces and put them back together again, For language always unknown and 
misunderstood, Dedicated to those Who wait for life, rather than confronting it, The 
hopeless romantics and the poets, inside all of us; To those who cannot heal themselves 
and those who try to heal others. Thank you to my actors and collaborators, my family 
and friends for their support, and especially my grandfather, Michael O’Connor.

By Christina Carrafiell

ADDITIONAL  MICHAELA’S FLUENT APHASIA PRODUCTION STAFF 
Producer Oliver Mayer | Associate Director Ian Connolly | Intimacy Director Jaclyn 
Chantel | Movement Director Caribay Franke | Fight Choreographer Edgar Landa  
Assistant Stage Manager Lexi Cruz | Stage Management Mentor Leia Crawford
Scenic Mentor Takeshi Kata | Hair & Makeup Consultant Juliet Black | Costume Mentor 
Ann Closs-Farley | Technical Director Mentor Duncan Mahoney | Technical Crew 
Dylan Beck, Garrett J. Henry, Meu Iwamoto, Ryann Jacobson, Matias Lievano, 
Zoey Monnissen, Jean Tramontano
 



Directed by Fran de Leon

Will Domke   James Donovan   Lindsey Esch 
Emily Nobel   Shyhiem Parker   Alex Prout 

With

Scenic Design

Takeshi Kata and Aarti Patel
            BFA Design, Sophomore

Costume Design

Crystal Son
BFA Design, Junior

Technical Director

Dominic Vacca
BFA Technical Direction, Senior

Please be advised that this production contains depictions of WWII reenactors, including those appearing as 
Nazi soldiers. This production also contains use of firearms onstage, and depictions of intimacy, as well as 
themes of racial erasure and gender expression discrimination. 

Weekend Warriors By Adi Eshman

Lighting Design

Martha Carter

NOTE FROM THE PLAYWRIGHT

I don’t think any part of history speaks more loudly to me than World War II. 
It’s the perfect story: Heroes, villains, lots of action, and the heroes win in the end. 
 
But ever since Hamilton came out, I’ve been wondering: How is remembering 
history also an act of forgetting? 
 
And in our present moment, with all of its tensions and divisions, what and how we 
choose to remember turns out to matter a lot to our future.
 
For Weekend Warriors, I decided to follow a group of characters on a journey of 
remembering, eager to see where it leads.
  
Thank you to Fran, MJ, and the hardworking cast and crew for making this play 
come alive. And thank you to the faculty, staff and playwrights at USC for being a 
support system throughout this journey. 

Sound Design

Marcus Maia
BFA Stage Management, Junior

Stage Manager

MJ Adamson
BFA Stage Management, Junior

ADDITIONAL  WEEKEND WARRIORS PRODUCTION STAFF 
Producer Oliver Mayer | Intimacy Director Jaclyn Chantel | Reenactment Consultant 
Alejandro Gehry | Stage Management Mentor Els Collins | Composer Mason Rosse 
Hair & Makeup Consultant Juliet Black | Costume Mentor Samantha Jones
Sound Design Mentor Alma Reyes-Thomas | Technical Director Mentor Duncan Mahoney 
Technical Crew Johnny Bennett, Ashley Gehl, Sydney Leanna, Mason Rosse, 
Henry Tsai, Zafina Virani, Biliena Zekarias 



Directed by David Warshofsky

Emily Arancio   JT Garcia   Ella Lao   Belle Meyer 
Tess Patton   Zoe Poole   Tessa Slovis   Brett Wyman 

With

Scenic Design

Takeshi Kata and Sheela Yuan
            BFA Design, Sophomore

Costume Design

Maya Channer
BFA Design, Sophomore

Technical Director

Dominic Vacca
BFA Technical Direction, Senior

Please be advised that this production deals with dark themes of sexual assault, abuse, and mental illness. 
It contains depictions of gaslighting, and the assault of a minor by a person in power. This production also 
contains the use of theatrical haze and strobe lighting. 

bloody noses By Matilda Corley Schulman

NOTE FROM THE PLAYWRIGHT

Stage Manager

Lisa Toudic
BA Theatre, Junior

Lighting and Projection Design

G. Austin Allen
Sound Design

Alma Reyes-Thomas

To the girls who have been told to be quiet.
To the girls who have been told it didn’t happen.
To the girls who have been told to move on.

To the girls who need to find their voice again. 
It’s not too far out of reach.
I promise. 
I promise. 
I promise.

This is a rage song. 
And a love letter. 
I think it can be both. 

P.S. If your partner asks you what happened 
in the car…run.

And one last, very important 
thing, perhaps the most 
important thing; thank you to 
everyone who let me be loud 
again, who told me I could and 
would be loud again. There 
are so many of you that don’t 
even know who you are. We’d 
be here a while if I went down 
the list. Thank you, thank you, 
thank you. Just thank you. And 
the biggest thank you of all...
Teresa and Ted, you and P are 
my whole world. 

ADDITIONAL  BLOODY NOSES PRODUCTION STAFF 
Producer Oliver Mayer | Intimacy Director Jaclyn Chantel | Assistant Stage Manager 
Lili Ignon | Stage Management Mentor Leia Crawford | Hair & Makeup Consultant 
Juliet Black | Costume Mentor Ann Closs-Farley | Technical Director Mentor Duncan 
Mahoney | Technical Crew Arya Hanumara, Lili Ignon, Sophie Ignon, Sydney 
Kauphusman, Lilah Pate, Sarisha Sabhlok, Giovanni Suarez, Mia Sun
 



CASTS (In alphabetical order)

Emily Arancio
Lou
bloody noses
MFA Acting, Year 3

Ben Crane
Theo
Michaela’s Fluent Aphasia
BA Theatre, Acting Em., First Year

Maddy Curry
Michaela
Michaela’s Fluent Aphasia
BA Theatre, Acting Em., Junior

Will Domke
Sarge
Weekend Warriors
BA Theatre, Acting Em., Junior

James Donovan
Shuan
Weekend Warriors
BA Theatre, Senior

Lindsey Esch
Jessie
Weekend Warriors
MFA Acting, Year 3

JT Garcia
Cody
bloody noses
BA Theatre, Acting Em., Senior

Ella Lao
Teddy 
bloody noses
BA Theatre, Acting Em., Senior

Belle Meyer
Riley
bloody noses
BA Theatre, Acting Em., Junior

MFA Dramatic Writing Year 3 New Works Festival



Lexi Minetree
Julia
Michaela’s Fluent Aphasia
BA Theatre/BA Public Relations, 
Junior

Emily Nobel
Misha 
Weekend Warriors
BA Theatre, Acting Em., 
Sophomore

Shyhiem Parker
Wade
Weekend Warriors
MFA Acting, Year 3

Tess Patton
Swing Bec/Riley/Teddy
bloody noses
BA Theatre, Junior

Alex Prout
Cameron
Weekend Warriors
MFA Acting, Year 3

Zoe Poole
Bec
bloody noses
BA Theatre, Acting Em., 
Sophomore

Micah Schneider
Will
Michaela’s Fluent Aphasia
BA Theatre, Acting Em., 
Sophomore

Tessa Slovis
Wife/Waiter/Counselor
bloody noses
MFA Acting ’19

Brett Wyman
Coach
bloody noses
MFA Acting ’19



DEAN
Emily Roxworthy

VICE DEAN
Lori Ray Fisher 

ASSOCIATE DEANS
Professor of Theatre Practice 
Anita Dashiell-Sparks 
(Vice Chair of Performance, 
George Burns Professor of Theatre)
Professor Oliver Mayer 
(Director of MFA Dramatic Writing Program)

DISTINGUISHED PROFESSORS
Velina Hasu Houston 
(Resident Playwright) 

PROFESSORS
Sharon Marie Carnicke
Meiling Cheng
Colman Domingo

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS
Luis Alfaro
Alexandra Billings 
Takeshi Kata 
(Chair of Design)
Sibyl Wickersheimer

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS
Esther K. Chae
Ann Closs-Farley
Elizabeth Harper
Samantha C. Jones

PROFESSORS OF THEATRE PRACTICE
Philip G. Allen 
(Director of Sound Design) 
Brent Blair 
(Director of Theatre & Social Change) 
Kate Burton
Paula Cizmar
Elsbeth M. Collins 
(Chair of Production & Stage Management)
Joseph Hacker
Duncan Mahoney 
(Technical Director)
Kenneth Noel Mitchell 
(Director of Musical Theatre)
Natsuko Ohama
Michele Shay 
(Chair of Performance)
Stephanie Shroyer
David Warshofsky 
(Director of MFA Acting, McKinlay Chair)

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS 
OF THEATRE PRACTICE
John DeMita
Kathleen Dunn-Muzingo
Melinda C. Finberg
Laura Flanagan

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS 
OF THEATRE PRACTICE
Boni B. Alvarez
Bayo Akinfemi
Kirstin Eggers
Scott Faris 
(Alice M. Pollitt Professor of Stage Management)
Stevie Johnson
Rena M. Heinrich 
(Chair of Critical Studies & Dramatic Writing, 
Chair of Literary Committee)
Noel Nichols 
Dan Shaner 
(Director of Professional Development)
Zachary Steel 
(Director of Comedy)
Rodney To

ADJUNCT LECTURERS AND PART-TIME FACULTY
Emily Alpren, Robert Bailey, Jenni Barber, Ahmed Best, Danyé Brown, Jenni Brandon, Tom Buderwitz, 
Martha Carter, Frank Catalano, Adam Chambers, Lee Shallat Chemel, Julián Juaquín Conde, Jeff Crockett, 
Gregg T. Daniel, Albert Dayan, Debra De Liso, Amrita Dhaliwal, Gary Domasin, Michael Donovan, Wayne 
Federman, Matthew Felton, Laurie Fisher, Neisha Folkes, Lena Ford, Jenny Guthrie, MaryAnn Hu, Finola 
Hughes, Paul Hungerford, Nicholas Hussong, Richard Israel, Edgar Landa, Beverly Leech, Babette Markus, 
Nick Massouh, Kevin McCorkle, Matthew Montgomery, James Morosini, Ann Morrison, Ntare Guma Mbaho 
Mwine, David O, Jeremiah O’Brian, Jenna Pastuszek, Doug Peck, Kosta Potamianos, Tomm Polos, Meredith 
Pyle, Gabriella Santinelli, Sim Sarna, Kenneth Sawyer, Nathan W. Scheuer, Judith Shelton, Tessa Slovis, 
Lindsay Torrey, Paul Urcioli, Sabina Zúñiga Varela, Todd Waldman

Emeriti Faculty: Don Llewellyn, Eve Roberts, Andy Robinson, Eric Trules, James Wilson



STAFF
ADMISSIONS & STUDENT SERVICES
Associate Dean Sergio Ramirez
Assistant Director of Admissions Ramón Valdez
Academic Advisors Aspen Cole, Samantha Bradfield
Office Manager Mabel Lopez

ADVANCEMENT
Associate Dean Sara Fousekis
Director of Development Kimberly Muhlbach
Director of Fundraising Special Initiatives Marissa Gonzalez
Advancement Coordinator Kathy Morgan 

BUSINESS AFFAIRS
Associate Dean Kalief Washington
Department Business Administrator 
& Home Department Coordinator Crystal Balthrop
Budget/Business Analyst Marcus Walker

COMMUNICATIONS
Associate Dean Delphine Vasko
Content Marketing Manager Geoffrey Waring
Graphic Designer Christopher Komuro
Communications Assistant Faith Flippen 

DEANS’ OFFICE
Information Technology Director Prakash Shirke
Director of Internships & Special Programs Meghan Laughlin
Events Manager Jennifer Franco
Conservatory Coordinator & Director of the Office of Equity, 
Diversity and Inclusion Chevaughan Dyer
Executive Assistant to the Dean & Vice Dean Nathalie Zuletta
USC Comic+Care Coordinator Chae Chaput
Industry Liaisons Ally Beans, Daryl Eisenberg

PRODUCTION
Associate Production Manager Leia Crawford
Theatre Manager Michael Latimer
Assistant Technical Directors Michael Etzrodt, Donavan Martinelli
Scenic Charge Artist Bessie M. Lebeda 
Asst. Theatre Managers Christopher Paci, Joe Shea
Costume Shop Manager Howard Schmitt
Costume Technicians Charlotte Stratton, Timo Elliott
Properties Manager Brittany White 
Sound Supervisor Sean Allinson 
Assistant Theatre Manager (Resource) Andrew Cochran  
Wardrobe Supervisors Kale Hinthorn, Allie Rones 
Scenic Painters Stephanie Crothers, Destiny Manewal

BOARD OF COUNCILORS
Michele Dedeaux Engemann 
Founding Chair 

Joshua B. Grode 
Chair 

Chris Andrews 
Lorrie Bartlett
Todd Black
Lauren Booth
Connie Britton
Michael Chiklis
Michael Felix 
Brad Fuller
Lori Furie
Kourosh Gohar
Grant Heslov
Gary Lask
Franklin Leonard
Alexander LoCasale
Dr. Steven Nagelberg
Byron Pollitt
Rik Reppe
Dean Emily Roxworthy
Linda Bernstein Rubin
Cathy Sandrich Gelfond
Anthony Sparks
Rik Toulon
Tracy Tutor
Blair Underwood
Paula Wagner
Noelle L. Wolf

ALUMNI LEADERSHIP 
COUNCIL
Tomm Polos
Chair 

Adrienne Visnic
Vice Chair

Taylor Allen
Adam Blumenthal
Kate Cannova
John Coffey
David Fickas
Lorena Estefania Gonzalez
Kendall Johnson 
Jaclyn Kalkhurst
JP Karliak
Sean Lask
Elizabeth O’Connell Gerberg 
Mona Raffle
Michael Schwartz 
Pranav Shah
John Villacorta

ABOUT THE SCHOOL
The USC School of Dramatic Arts fosters the talents of artist-
scholars who are dramatically different — who are willing to 
imagine the future of the entertainment industry and bring it 
to life. Through an interdisciplinary, entrepreneurial education 
students develop the skills necessary to discover their unique 
voice and are exposed to diverse styles and multiple media. 
Students and recent alumni are supported by the School’s 
unique Professional Development Center which offers career 
services and professionalization opportunities to help 
students establish and sustain successful careers as creators, 
performers and cultural innovators. 
For more information, please visit dramaticarts.usc.edu. 



SUPPORTERS OF DRAMATIC ARTS

The USC School of Dramatic Arts would like to recognize the generosity of the following individuals and 
organizations who have supported the School over the past year towards core programs such as production, 
professional development, scholarship, Dean’s Strategic Fund and our new Drama Center. We recognize at the 
visionary level those donors whose tremendous generosity has reached the cumulative giving level of $1 million+. 
Their extraordinary commitment has built the foundation for our continued ascent and future achievements.

*Represents multi-year pledge

We hope you will consider becoming a member. For more information about giving to the 
School of Dramatic Arts, please contact Sara Fousekis at 213-821-4047 or fousekis@usc.edu.

VISIONARY CIRCLE

Anonymous* (4) 
Dr. & Mrs. Peter Bing 
 and the Anna H. Bing  
 Living Trust
Lauren & Mark Booth*
Victoire & Owsley 
 Brown III*
George N. Burns Trust
Roger & Michele   
 Dedeaux Engemann*
The Lawrence & 
 Megan Foley Family 
 Foundation, Inc.*
Katherine B. Loker
Martin Massman Trust
Robert & Elizabeth   
 Plumleigh
 —In Memory of 
 Karen Plumleigh
 Cortney*
Alice, Teresa & Byron   
 Pollitt

DEAN’S CIRCLE

Anonymous* (2)
The Auen Foundation
Rama Backer*
The H.N. and Frances C.  
 Berger Foundation 
Steve & Jerri Nagelberg*
Richard & Diane   
 Weinberg* 
Noelle L. Wolf*

PATRONS OF TRIBUTE 

Anonymous*
Albert and Bessie Warner  
 Fund
Joan Beber Grant Fund of 
 the Jewish Community  
 Foundation*
The Ella Fitzgerald   
 Charitable Foundation
Michael & Debbie Felix*
Vida & Kourosh Gohar*
Linda Bernstein Rubin 
 & Tony Rubin*

SEASON SPONSORS

Anonymous 
Connie Britton
DeAnna & Michael   
 Colglazier*
Christine & Gabriel Dassa*
Robin & Justin Doran*  
Lori & Simon Furie
Kristin & Warren Geller* 
Perry C. Hoffmeister &  
Hilary C. Hoffmeister*
Pamela & Mark Litvack* 
LoCasale Consulting, Inc.*
Michael & Melissa Meyers*
The Polos Family 
Christine Marie Ofiesh* 
Karyn & Paul Staubi*

EXECUTIVE PRODUCERS

Adam Blumenthal*
Alexander & Megan   
 LoCasale*
R. Sally Watt Oxley 
 & Howard Oxley
The Port Family
Danny Strong
Adrienne Visnic*

PRODUCERS

Anonymous (3) 
The Bryan Family
Rory & Michael Byrne
Kate Cannova
Brad & Ally Fuller
Melvin & Doris Hughes
Jan & Mike MacDougal
Jennifer & Jonas Pate
Kam & Joe Patton,
 —In Honor of Theresa  
 Patton, Class of 2024 
Carla & Bill Pelster*   
The Phil Allen   
 Mentorship Scholarship
Rik Reppe 
The Sunflower Pictures 
Paula Wagner 
 & Rick Nicita

DIRECTORS 

Chris & Jennifer Andrews
Lorrie A. Bartlett
Randolph & Ellen Beatty
Todd S. Black &
 Ruth Graham Black 
John D. & Leslie Henner  
 Burns Family Foundation
Sumner & Angela Erdman 
Louise Firestone 
 & Joseph Pizzurro, 
 —In Honor of the 
 SDA Faculty
Kristin Fontes 
Eugene & Wendy Garcia
Cathy Sandrich Gelfond 
The Heslov Family   
Gary & Karen Lask Mary 
Ruenprom & Robert   
 Rodriguez
Ioannis & Evelina Skaribas  
 Foundation
Anthony Sparks, Ph.D. &
 Professor Anita Dashiell- 
 Sparks
Rik Toulon 
John Villacorta
James & Leslie Visnic 
Dr. Stephen L. Wheeler &  
 Lynne Dunahoo Wheeler

PATRONS

Clara Y. Bingham & 
 Joe G. Finnerty III
Lorena Estefania Gonzalez
Lynn Hunt-Gray 
 & Robert O. Gray Sr. 
Elizabeth & Steve Jeffords
Priya Kapoor & 
 James Darnborough
Laurie & Todd Okum

ANGELS

Jonathan & Adrienne   
 Anderle 
 —In Memory of 
 David & Sherril Anderle
Theodore V. Arevalo
Emanuel Bachmann   
 Foundation 
 —In Memory of Emanuel  
 O. Bachmann, B.S. 1932
Yvonne M. Bogdanovich
Parvesh Cheena
Scot & Wendy Claus
Els Collins  
Dr. David Emmes & 
 Ms. Paula Tomei
Regina K. Eremia Trust  
Linda E. Ewing 
Freddie & Andrea Fenster
Lorraine J. Gildred-Conlan
Jenifer Glagowski
Ken Hardin
JP Karliak & 
 Scott Barnhardt
Amy Landecker & 
 Bradley Whitford 
Jeanne McDonald-Powers  
 & Travis Powers
John C. McGinley 
Scott S. Mullet & Jenelle  
 Anne Marsh-Mullet
Dr. Willa Olsen
Mary Reveles Pallares
Madeline Puzo 
 —In Honor of Lori Fisher
Deirdre O’Connor Quinn  
 & Patrick Quinn
Brian Sacca
Pranav Shah
Susan Shetter
Abe & Annika Somer
Marissa Stahl 
Jeff & Cathie Thermond
Drs. Kellie Yoon
 & Stephen Treiman


