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Men On Boats is presented by special arrangement with Dramatists Play Service, Inc., New York.
Playwrights Horizons, Inc. and Clubbed Thumb produced Men On Boats in New York City, 2016.
Initially developed and produced by Clubbed Thumb in 2015.

Seneca Howland
Liv Sigel

Time: 1869
Place: The Colorado and Green Rivers, The Grand Canyon

There will be no intermission.

PRODUCTION STAFF

Assistant Stage Manager Isabella Gomez | Assistant Stage Manager Cameron Lexa
Assistant Technical Director Lily Lundine | bramaturg Zoe Cantu

Assistant Director Rebecca Flores | Assistant Scenic Designer Zoya Naqvi

crew Ashley Armstrong, Athena Karavasilis, Sloane Kelly, Chi Phifer,
Callahan Teceno, Bea Tulchin

WARNING Please be advised that this production contains some strong language, theatrical
gunfire, theatrical fog and haze.



DIRECTOR’S NOTE

“A play is a blueprint of an event:

a way of creating and rewriting history
through the medium of literature.”
—Suzan-Lori Parks

The journey of Jaclyn Backhaus’ play Men on Boats provides a
contemporary snapshot of the historic geographic expedition of 1869,

led by naturalist John Wesley Powell and nine other white men through
the Green and Colorado Rivers of the Grand Canyon. This story is set
against the backdrop of discovery and innovation of the great frontier of
the American west and manifest destiny. Backhaus places this historic
moment from the past into sharp focus of the present by recasting the
lens through which we experience this story. This moment in history is
reimagined by an expedition or ensemble of multi-cultural women who
tell this tale and discover the natural wonders of this beautiful landscape.
Through their eyes and her-story, we find ourselves investigating the
following questions: Who has been forgotten or left out of history and
why? Who has the agency or power to explore and claim land, territory,
and name it as their own? What is the relationship between man, woman,
humanity and the land—natural elements of the world? What is the
significance of legacy in relationship to history? How are moments in
history remembered? Who lives, who dies, and who tells your story?

SPECIAL THANKS
Sarah Eagle Heart and Kevin Killer for sharing their expertise and
experiences as Lakota native people and the significance of learning about
and preserving indigenous cultures, customs, traditions, and history. Kate
McMurtrey for her expertise and consultation about boats. Sparks Family
for their unconditional love and support. Tracy Winters for helping us with
dialect work.

DIRECTOR’S BIO

Anita Dashiell-Sparks is an associate professor of theatre practice at USC, associate

dean of equity, diversity and inclusion and has taught performance and critical studies
courses in multi-cultural theatre for 18 years at the USC School of Dramatic Arts. For

over 20 years, Dashiell-Sparks has centered diversity, equity and inclusion issues and
initiatives in her career in theatre and higher education. As an actor, she has performed

on Broadway, off-Broadway, and in regional theaters such as the Mark Taper Forum and

the Geffen Playhouse. As a director of shows such as Letters from Zora and a producer, her
creative work and scholarship have been seen in theaters across the country, including

the Pasadena Playhouse and the Tony Award-winning Crossroads Theater. As an equity

and diversity advocate in the arts, she has received numerous grants and awards (Fox
Foundation, U.S. Dept. of Justice) for creating theatre for social change programs for at-risk
youth in New York and Los Angeles. Dashiell-Sparks is trained as a National SEED (Seeking
Educational Equity and Diversity) Leader/Facilitator, and is also the founding director

of the “Building Bridges” leadership and empowerment theatre program through USC’s
Neighborhood Outreach, regularly directs theatre productions at the USC School of Dramatic
Arts including Intimate Apparel, The Bluest Eye, Venus, Antigone X and An Octoroon.

FACULTY

DEAN
BRAVERMAN FAMILY
DEAN’S CHAIR

David Bridel

ASSOCIATE DEANS
Professor

Sharon Marie Carnicke
(Director of BA Programs)

Associate Professor
of Theatre Practice
Anita Dashiell-Sparks

Associate Professor
Oliver Mayer

Associate Professor

of Theatre Practice
Stephanie Shroyer
(Director of BFA Programs,
Artistic Director)

DISTINGUISHED PROFESSORS

Velina Hasu Houston
(Director of MFA Dramatic

Writing, Head of Undergraduate

PROFESSORS
Meiling Cheng
(Head of Critical Studies)

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS

Luis Alfaro
Takeshi Kata

Sibyl Wickersheimer
(Head of Design)

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS

Alexandra Billings
Elizabeth Harper
PROFESSORS OF
THEATRE PRACTICE
Andrei Belgrader
Brent Blair

(Head of Theatre &
Social Change)
Kate Burton
(Master Artist)

Kenneth Noel Mitchell

(Head of Musical Theatre)

Playwriting, Resident Playwright) Natsuko Ohama

USC School of Dramatic Arts

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS
OF THEATRE PRACTICE

Philip G. Allen

(Head of Sound Design)
Paula Cizmar
Elsbeth M. Collins
(Head of Production)

John DeMita
(Head of Visual and
Performing Arts Studies)

Kathleen Dunn-Muzingo
Scott Faris

(Head of Stage Management,

Alice M. Pollitt Professor in
Stage Management)

Melinda C. Finberg
Laura Flanagan

(Head of Undergraduate Voice)
Christina Haatainen-Jones

Joseph Hacker
Duncan Mahoney

(Head of Technical Direction,

Technical Director)

Mary Joan Negro
(Head of Undergraduate
Acting)

David Warshofsky
(Director of MFA Acting)
ASSISTANT PROFESSORS
OF THEATRE PRACTICE
Rena M. Heinrich
Lauren Murphy Yeoman
Dan Shaner
Christopher Shaw

Zachary Steel
(Head of Comedy)

ADJUNCT LECTURERS

Emily Alpren, Boni Alvarez, Susan Angelo, Keith Arem, Valerie Arem, Robert Bailey, Kay Bess, VP Boyle,

Tom Buderwitz, Anne Burk, Frank Catalano, Esther Chae, Andi Chapman, Guillermo Cienfuegos, Tiffany Cole,
Caitlyn Conlin, Tim Dang, Gregg T. Daniel, Nancy Cheryll Davis, Lilach Dekel-Avneri (Israel Institute Visiting Artist),
Debra De Liso, Gary Domasin, Kirstin Eggers, Josh Epstein, Wayne Federman, Christine Estabrook,

Parmer Fuller, Terry Gordon, Jenny Guthrie, Murry Hepner, Paul Hungerford, Lisa James, R. Steven Johnson,
Edgar Landa, Paul Lazarus, Jay Lee, Vicki Lewis, Jack Lovick, Babette Markus, Kevin McCorkle, Jonathan
Mufioz-Proulx, Patrick Murphy, Ntare Guma Mbaho Mwine, Jeremiah O’Brian, Larry Powell, Brett Ryback,

Sim Sarna, Gabriella Santinelli, Judith Shelton, Armin Shimerman, Nathan Singh, Joey Skinner, Ashley Steed,
Jason Thompson, Camille Thornton-Alson, Rodney To, Paul Urcioli, Kelly Ward, KC Wayland, Julie Welch

Courtesy Joint Appointments: Thomas G. Cummings, Larry E. Greiner (Emeritus), Bruce Smith
Emeriti Faculty: Don Llewellyn, Eve Roberts, Andy Robinson, Robert R. Scales, Eric Trules, James Wilson

STAFF

DEANS’ OFFICE

Vice Dean

Lori Ray Fisher
Information Technology
Director

Prakash Shirke
Director of Internships
& Special Programs
Meghan Laughlin

Executive Assistant to the Dean

Hugo Alvarado

Administrative Assistant
Chevaughan Dyer

ADMISSIONS &
STUDENT SERVICES
Associate Dean

Sergio Ramirez
Assistant Director of
Academic Advisement
Daniel Leyva
Academic Advisors
Elizabeth Montellano
Priscilla Rubio

Assistant Director

of Admissions

Ramon Valdez
Scheduling Coordinator
Brian Bowen

Office Manager

Mabel Lopez

BUSINESS AFFAIRS
Associate Dean

Virginia Ross

Business Administrator
& HR/Payroll Coordinator
Crystal Balthrop

Budget/Business Analyst
Xinmin Chen

COMMUNICATIONS
Associate Dean
Delphine Vasko

Director of Print & Digital Media

Stacey Wang Rizzo

Graphic Designer
Christopher Komuro

ADVANCEMENT
Associate Dean
Sara Fousekis

Director of Development
Kimberly Muhlbach
Director of Annual Giving
& Alumni Relations
Alfred Magallanes

Director of Special Events
Marissa Gonzalez
Special Events

Program Coordinator
Jennifer Rose Franco
Development Assistants
Kathy Morgan
Rebecca Mellinger
Development Research
Assistant

Alyson Bourne

PRODUCTION
Assistant Technical Director
Michael Etzrodt
Theatre Manager

CB Borger

Assistant Theatre Managers
Christopher Paci

Joe Shea

Production Technician
Donavan Martinelli
Sound Supervisor
Alysha Bermudez
Costume Shop Manager
Howard Schmitt
Costume Technicians
Carissa Dickerson
Charlotte Stratton
Scenic Charge Artist
Bessie M. Lebeda
Properties Manager
Hannah Burnham



BOARD OF COUNCILORS
Michele Dedeaux Engemann
Founding Chair

Steve Braverman
Chair

Patrick J. Adams
Chris Andrews

Lisa Denton Barkett
Lorrie Bartlett

Todd Black

David Bridel

Connie Britton
Michael Chiklis
Megan Colligan
Michael Felix

Brad Fuller

Lori Furie

Joshua B. Grode
Donna Isaacson
Gary Lask

Stacy Lederer

Alex LoCasale
Michael Meyers

Dr. Steven Nagelberg
Byron Pollitt

Rik Reppe

Linda Bernstein Rubin
Rik Toulon

Blair Underwood
Noelle L. Wolf
Warren Zavala

ALUMNI LEADERSHIP COUNCIL
Alexander LoCasale

Chair

Adam Blumenthal

Kate Cannova

Mona Chatterjee

John Coffey

David Fickas

Jaclyn Kalkhurst

J.P. Karliak

Devin M. Kelley, Co-Chair
Alex LoCasale

Sean Lask

Henry Martone

Tomm Polos, Co-Chair
Michael Schwartz

Pranav Shah

Adrienne Visnic

John Villacorta

PARENT AMBASSADORS

Suzanne Bruce, MD & Malcolm Waddell
Elizabeth & Thomas Dammeyer

Scott & Deborah DeVries

Kathryn & John Gilbertson

Perry & Hilary Hoffmeister

Mike & Stacy Lederer

Ernest & Raphael Morgan

ABOUT THE SCHOOL

Located in Los Angeles, a city synonymous

with artistic innovation and excellence, the
top-ranked USC School of Dramatic Arts is a
leader in dramatic arts education. The School
uniquely blends artistic training in a conservatory
environment with world-class faculty artists

and the full academic experience found only
within a major research university. This close-

knit, supportive environment offers students

the freedom to explore their artistic passions.
Through programs of the highest caliber, as well
as initiatives that provide access to professional
experience, students are prepared for leadership in
every facet of dramatic arts. For more information,
please visit dramaticarts.usc.edu.
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Text-to-give today!
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USCSchool

of Dramatic Arts
2019/20 Season of Plays

Men on Boats

By Jaclyn Backhaus

Directed by Anita Dashiell-Sparks
McClintock Theatre | Oct 3-6

Amsterdam

By Maya Arad Yasur

Directed by Lilach Dekel-Avneri
Scene Dock Theatre | Oct 10-20

The Cider House Rules
parT oNE: Here in St. Cloud’s
paRT Two: In Other Parts of
the World

Adapted by Peter Parnell

From the novel by John Irving
Conceived for the Stage by Tom
Hulce, Jane Jones and Peter Parnell
Directed by Scott Faris

Bing Theatre | Oct 31-Nov 10

Trouble in Mind

By Alice Childress

Directed by John DeMita
MccClintock Theatre | Oct 31-Nov 3

MFA ACTING YEAR 2
REPERTORY at

at The Los Angeles Theatre Center
LATC Theatre 3 | Nov 7-16

The Brothers Size

By Tarell Alvin McCraney
Directed by Larry Powell
The Minotaur

By Anna Ziegler | Directed by
Jonathan Mufioz-Proulx

Mad Forest

By Caryl Churchill

Directed by Christopher Shaw
Scene Dock Theatre | Nov 14-24

TICKET PRICES

Barbarians

Book by Maxim Gorky | Translated
by Kitty Hunter Blair, Jeremy
Brooks and Michael Weller
Directed by Susan Angelo
McClintock Theatre | Nov 21-24

MFA ACTING YEAR 3
REPERTORY

Scene Dock Theatre

Feb 7-Mar 8, 2020

Father Comes Home
From the Wars

(Parts 1,2 & 3)

By Suzan-Lori Parks

Directed by Gregg T. Daniel
A Midsummer Night’s
Dream

By William Shakespeare
Directed by Andrei Belgrader

Guarded
By Boni B. Alvarez
Directed by David Warshofsky

Othello

By William Shakespeare
Directed by Kate Burton
Bing Theatre | Feb 27-Mar 1

Camino Real

By Tennessee Williams
Directed by Edgar Landa
MccClintock Theatre | Mar 5-8

Fuente Ovejuna:
A Disloyal Adaptation

By Cusi Cram
Directed by Rena Heinrich
Scene Dock Theatre | Apr 2-5

Plays: General $15, Seniors $10, USC Students/Faculty/Staff with ID $8
Musicals: General $20, Seniors $12, USC Students/Faculty/Staff with ID $10

PERFORMANCES

Thurs & Fri at 7:30 p.m., Sat at 2:30 & 8 p.m. and Sun at 2:30 p.m.

(Except where noted)

For more information about our shows, visit

dramaticarts.usc.edu/on-stage

fyoD

#USCSDA

The Secret Garden
Book and Lyrics by Marsha
Norman Music by Lucy Simon
Based on the novel by
Frances Hodgson Burnett
Directed by Kelly Ward

Bing Theatre | Apr 2-12

Three Sisters

By Anton Chekhov

A New Version by Sarah Ruhl
Based on a literal translation
by Elise Thoron

With Natasha Paramonova and
Kristin Johnsen-Neshati
Directed by Gregg T. Daniel
Scene Dock Theatre | Apr 23-26

BFA Sophomore Show
MccClintock Theatre | April 23-26

NEW WORKS FESTIVALS

YEAR 1
New Play Readings

Presented in association with
Playwrights’ Arena | April

YEAR 2

Playwrights Workshop
Presented in association with
Latino Theater Company
Massman Theatre | Apr 11-19
YEAR 3

Play Project

Presented in association with
the Pasadena Playhouse

May 22 & 23

£ USC University of
Southern California



