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CAST OF CHARACTERS 
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Time: The present, one long night during a terrible heatwave.
Place: Prospero’s island, the island of Manhattan. Various locations.

There will be one 10-minute intermission.
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Asst. Director Mattie Harris-Lowe | Choreography Caribay Franke
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Lighting Design
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Produced by special arrangement with Dramatists Play Services, Inc., New York.
Rough Magic was produced at the Yale School of Drama.

Rough Magic received its premiere at the Hangar Theatre in Ithaca, New York, in July 2005.
WARNING Please be advised that this production contains theatrical fog and haze, open flame, mature 
language and themes.
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DIRECTOR’S BIO
John DeMita is delighted to be directing again at USC, where he is also a proud Associate Professor 
of Theatre Practice in Acting. Directing credits include: Andak Theatre Company (North Hollywood): 
The Elephant Man, Betrayal (Garland Award), The Misanthrope (Backstage West Award), Santa Clarita 
Performing Arts Center: SubUrbia, Equus, Death of a Salesman, As You Like It, Rumors, El Camino 
Center for the Arts: Six Characters in Search of an Author, The Crucible, Picnic, Romeo and Juliet, 
Macbeth, The Hot l Baltimore, Mother Courage and her Children, Hay Fever; and the USC productions 
of The Country Wife, The Way of the World, Dark of the Moon, 27 Wagons Full of Cotton, Postcard From 
Morocco, and Mr. Burns, a post-electric play. As a voice actor, John has performed in hundreds of proj-
ects, recently including Disney’s The Jungle Book, Cars 3, Sing, and The Lego Batman Movie, as well as 
Miyazaki’s Princess Mononoke, Castle in the Sky, and Kiki’s Delivery Service, the anime series Naruto, 
The Animtarix, Final Fantasy and Dynasty Warriors and Binary Domain video games.

DIRECTOR’S NOTE

Roberto Aguirre-Sacasa is an 
American playwright, screenwriter 
and comic-book writer best 
known for his work for Marvel 
Comics and for the Netflix 
series’ Riverdale and Chilling 
Adventures of Sabrina. The son of 
a prominent Nicaraguan diplomat, 
he received his undergraduate 
degree at Georgetown University, 
holds a Masters Degree in 
English literature from McGill 
University and graduated the 
Yale School of Drama in 2003. 
Aguirre-Sacasa grew up liking 
comic books, and this enthusiasm 
is evident in Rough Magic, a play 
produced at Yale in the year 
after his graduation.  It is the 
work of a young mind filled with 
a passion for Shakespeare, The 
X-Men and Harry Potter movies; 
all things that we might describe 
as the stuff of “nerds.” We have 
taken this as our inspiration in 
the best possible ways. To be a 
nerd is to have a single-minded 
devotion to something, and to 
share that unashamed enthusiasm 
with anyone who will listen.

I made the mistake of undermining 
this enthusiasm only once in my 
life: at a Star Trek convention 
in Oregon. I was working there 
at the time, at the Shakespeare 
Festival, playing (ironically 
enough) the character of 
Caliban in The Tempest.  While 
in the bathroom, I joked with a 
friend about the “nerds” who 
had shown up in costume.
“What kind of people come 
to these things?” I snarked, 
as we washed our hands.
“Nice people,” responded the 
fully-costumed and elaborately 
made-up Klingon who had just 
walked in and overheard me.
I apologize and left, duly chastised. 
He was right, and to be honest, 
the only thing separating me 
from that passionate fan was the 
courage to fully express my love 
for Star Trek through cosplay. 
I am a nerd. Proudly. Nerds 
love what they love, without 
irony or eye rolls. Anyone 
who tries to undermine this 
had best stand back.



STAFF

DEANS’ OFFICE
Vice Dean Lori Ray Fisher 
Information Technology Director Prakash Shirke
Director of Internships & Special Programs Meghan Laughlin
Executive Assistant to the Dean Hugo Alvarado
Administrative Assistant Chevaughan Dyer

ADMISSIONS & STUDENT SERVICES
Assistant Dean Sergio Ramirez
Assistant Director of Academic Advisement Daniel Leyva
Academic Advisors Elizabeth Montellano, Priscilla Rubio
Assistant Director of Admissions Ramón Valdez
Scheduling Coordinator Brian Bowen
Office Manager Mabel Lopez

BUSINESS AFFAIRS
Assistant Dean Virginia Ross
Business Administrator & HR/Payroll Coordinator Crystal Balthrop
Budget/Business Analyst Xinmin Chen

COMMUNICATIONS
Assistant Dean Delphine Vasko
Director of Print and Digital Media Stacey Wang Rizzo
Graphic Designer Christopher Komuro 

DEVELOPMENT
Assistant Dean Sara Fousekis
Associate Director of Development Kimberly Muhlbach
Director of Annual Giving & Alumni Relations Alfred Magallanes
Director of Special Events Marissa Gonzalez
Special Events Program Coordinator Jennifer Rose Franco
Development Assistants Kathy Morgan, Rebecca Mellinger
Development Research Assistant Alyson Bourne

PRODUCTION
Assistant Technical Director Michael Etzrodt
Theatre Manager CB Borger
Asst. Theatre Managers Christopher Paci, Joe Shea
Costume Shop Manager Howard Schmitt
Costume Technicians Carissa Dickerson, Charlotte Stratton
Scenic Charge Artist Bessie M. Lebeda
Properties Manager Hannah Burnham

BOARD OF COUNCILORS
Michele Dedeaux Engemann 
Founding Chair 

Steve Braverman 
Chair 

Patrick J. Adams
Chris Andrews 
Lisa Barkett
Lorrie Bartlett 
Todd Black
Dean David Bridel
Denise Chamian
Michael Chiklis
Michael Felix 
Brad Fuller
Lori Furie
Joshua B. Grode
Donna Isaacson
Gary Lask
Stacy Lederer
Alexander LoCasale
Michael Meyers
Dr. Steven Nagelberg
Byron Pollitt
Rik Reppe 
Linda Bernstein Rubin
Rik Toulon
Blair Underwood 
Noelle L. Wolf
Warren Zavala

ALUMNI LEADERSHIP COUNCIL
Alexander LoCasale
Chair 

Adam Blumenthal
Kate Cannova
John Coffey
David Fickas
Jaclyn Kalkhurst
Devin Kelley
Sean Lask
Henry Martone
Tomm Polos 
Pranav Shah
Adrienne Visnic

PARENT AMBASSADORS
Suzanne Bruce, MD 
 & Malcolm Waddell
Elizabeth & Thomas Dammeyer
Scott & Deborah DeVries
Kathryn & John Gilbertson
Anne Helgen & Michael Gilligan
Perry & Hilary Hoffmeister
Mike & Stacy Lederer
Ernest & Raphael Morgan

ABOUT THE SCHOOL

Located in Los Angeles, a city synonymous with artistic 
innovation and excellence, the top-ranked USC School 
of Dramatic Arts is a leader in dramatic arts education. 
The School uniquely blends artistic training in a 
conservatory environment with world-class faculty 
artists and the full academic experience found only 
within a major research university. This close-knit, 
supportive environment offers students the freedom to 
explore their artistic passions. Through programs of the 
highest caliber, as well as initiatives that provide access 
to professional experience, students are prepared for 
leadership in every facet of dramatic arts. 
For more information, please visit dramaticarts.usc.edu. 

SUPPORTERS OF DRAMATIC ARTS

We hope you will consider becoming a member. For more information about giving to the 
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The USC School of Dramatic Arts would like to recognize the generosity of the following individuals and 
organizations who have supported the School over the past year towards core programs such as production, 
professional development, scholarship and the Dean’s Strategic Fund. We recognize at the visionary level 
those donors whose tremendous generosity has reached the cumulative giving level of $1 million+. Their 
extraordinary commitment has built the foundation for our continued ascent and future achievements.

*Represents multi-year pledge

VISIONARY CIRCLE
Anonymous* 
Anonymous* 
Dr. & Mrs. Peter Bing and the 
 Anna H. Bing Living Trust
Lauren & Mark Booth*
Steve Braverman*
George N. Burns Trust
Roger & Michele Dedeaux Engemann
Katherine B. Loker
Martin Massman Trust
Robert & Elizabeth Plumleigh
 —In Memory of 
 Karen Plumleigh Cortney*
Alice, Teresa & Byron Pollitt

DEAN’S CIRCLE
The Ahmanson Foundation
Rama Backer*
George & Dyan Getz*
Michael P. Huseby Family*
Brian & Dianne Morton*
Steve & Jerri Nagelberg*

PATRONS OF TRIBUTE 
Lionel F. Conacher & Joan T. Dea*
Michael & Debbie Felix*
Peter M. Jarowey II 
 & Constance M. Jarowey*
Seth & Vicki Kogan*
Edit & Edward Komberg*
Joshua & Siobhan Korman 
 Philanthropic Fund*
The Lederer Family*
Linda Bernstein Rubin & Tony Rubin*
Erika Helmuth Saunders 
 & Brian Saunders
 —In Memory of Evan Helmuth 
James & Leslie Visnic*
Albert & Bessie Warner Fund

SEASON SPONSORS
Anonymous
Joan Beber Grant Fund
 of the Jewish Community 
 Foundation
Christine & Gabriel Dassa*
Scott & Deborah DeVries*
Kristin & Warren Geller*
Kathryn & John Gilbertson
Perry C. Hoffmeister 
 & Hilary C. Hoffmeister*
The Kalkhurst Family*

SEASON SPONSORS (continued) 
LoCasale Consulting, Inc.*
Pamela & Mark Litvack*
Michael & Melissa Meyers*
Melissa Posen 
 & Lawrence Hirschhorn* 
Lauren & David Rush*
Marc Winnikoff

EXECUTIVE PRODUCERS
Anonymous  
The H.N. and Frances C. Berger   
 Foundation
Adam Blumenthal*
John D. and Leslie Henner Burns   
 Family Foundation*
The JIB Fund
Alexander & Megan LoCasale*
The Leon Lowenstein Foundation 
 —John Bendheim
Regina K. Eremia Trust
Rik Reppe & Shauna Torok
Adrienne Visnic*

PRODUCERS
Anonymous 
Anonymous
Owsley & Victoire Brown
Roger & Michele Dedeaux Engemann
Sumner & Angela Erdman
Brad & Ally Fuller
Lori & Simon Furie
Jeff Kribs    
Sally & Howard Oxley
Robert R. Scales—In Memory of 
 Suzanne Grossmann Scales
Steven & Ellen Teplitz
George & Marla Thorogood
Dick & Noelle Wolf

DIRECTORS 
Chris & Jennifer Andrews
Anonymous 
Randolph & Ellen Beatty
Denise Chamian 
 & Richard Horowitz
Erin Deruggiero
Donna Isaacson & Lewis Henkind
Todd & Victoria Johnson
 — In Honor of Sydney Johnson 
Sarah & Joseph Montes
Christine Marie Ofiesh
Rik Toulon
Juliana Tyson & John Kissick
Richard & Diane Weinberg

PATRONS
Patrick Adams 
 & Troian Bellisario
Craig & Sarah Antas
 —In Honor of Maura L. Antas
The Emanuel Bachmann 
 Foundation —In Memory of 
 Emanuel O. Bachmann
Laurie & Todd Campbell
Louise Firestone 
 & Joseph Pizzurro
Melvin & Doris Hughes
Patricia Heaton-Hunt 
 & David Hunt
The Kurt Weill Foundation 
 for Music
Cathy Moretti
Lon & Linda Snyder
Alice & Joe Torre
J.W. Woodruff 
 & Ethel I. Woodruff    
 Foundation  
Drs. Kellie Yoon 
 & Stephen Treiman
Linda Yu

ANGELS
Anonymous
Jonathan & Adrienne Anderle
Theodore V. Arevalo
Edward Barlow
Mary Beidler Gearen
Yvonne Bogdanovich
David Bridel  
Freddie & Andrea Fenster
Jane & Alexander Jackson
David & Debra Jensen
Marguerite E. Maclntyre
Suzanne Elizabeth Durrell  
 & Ian Scott McIsaac 
Ernest & Raphael Morgan
Dr. Willa Olsen
Mary Reveles Pallares
Tomm Polos
Tim & Vicki Rutter
Pranav Shah
Rick & Jeanne Silverman
Abe & Annika Somer
Jeff & Cathie Thermond 
Robert & Jane Toll
Ruth Tuomala 
 & Ernest Cravalho



TICKET PRICES Plays: Gen $15, USC Students/Faculty/Staff with ID $8, Musicals: Gen $20, USC Students/Faculty/Staff with ID $10
PERFORMANCES Thurs & Fri at 7:30 p.m., Sat at 2:30 & 8 p.m. and Sun at 2:30 p.m. (Except where noted)

MFA Acting YEAR 3 
Repertory
SDT Feb 1-Mar 3, 2019

Children of the Sun
By Maxim Gorky
In a new version by Andrew Upton
Directed by Kate Burton

Gnit
By Will Eno
Directed by Andrei Belgrader

Swimmers
By Rachel Bonds 
Directed by David Warshofsky 

The Two Gentlemen 
of Verona
By William Shakespeare
Directed by Drew Barr
BT Feb 21-24, 2019

Holy Ghosts
By Romulus Linney
Directed by Jay Lee
MT Feb 28–Mar 3, 2019

The Busybody
By Susanna Centlivre 
Directed by Louise Peacock
SDT Mar 28-31, 2019

Sunday in the Park 
with George
Music and Lyrics 
by Stephen Sondheim
Book by James Lapine 
Directed by Kelly Ward
BT Mar 28-Apr 7, 2019

Rough Magic
By Roberto Aguirre-Sacasa
Directed by John DeMita
SDT Apr 18-21, 2019

Queen Margaret
By William Shakespeare
Edited by J. Steven White
Directed by Kathleen Dunn-Muzingo 
MT Apr 18-21, 2019

New Works Festivals
YEAR 1 
New Play Readings
Presented in association 
with Playwrights’ Arena
April 2019

YEAR 2 
Playwrights Workshop
Presented in association 
with Latino Theatre Company
MASSMAN THEATRE Apr 5-14, 2019

YEAR 3 
Play Project
Presented in association with 
The Pasadena Playhouse 
May 17 & 18, 2019

KEY:  
SDT = Scene Dock Theatre  
BT = Bing Theatre  
MT = McClintock Theatre

For more information about our shows, visit 

dramaticarts.usc.edu2019 Spring Season of Plays


