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Caridad Svich (playwright/translator) 
received the 2012 OBIE for Lifetime 
Achievement, the 2011 American 
Theatre Critics Association Primus 
Prize and the 2012 Edgerton 
Foundation New Play Award. Among 
her key works for theatre are 12 
Ophelias, Alchemy of Desire/Dead-Man’s 
Blues, Iphigenia Crash Land Falls..., 
The Way of Water and Red Bike. 
She is alumna of New Dramatists, 
member of EST, founder of 
NoPassport Theatre alliance and 
press, and an affiliated artist with the 
Lark, New Georges and Woodshed 
Collective. She is editor of several 
books on theatre and performance, 
including Fifty Playwrights on Their 
Craft (Methuen Drama, 2017). 
Her works are published by Intellect 
UK, Broadway Play Publishing, 
Playscripts, Manchester University 
Press, Smith & Kraus and more. 
Visit her at www.caridadsvich.com 
and www.nopassport.org.

Denise Blasor was artistic director 
of LADiversified & currently 
Associate Artistic Director of BFA. 
She’s appeared extensively on stage 
as an actress and has directed in Los 
Angeles for over twenty years. Some of 
her favorites include House of Bernarda 
Alba, The Three Sisters, No Exit, Wild 
in Wichita, Blood Wedding, The Lost 
Child. At USC she loved working 
with her students in Marisol and Anna 
in the Tropics. Recently she directed/
choreographed the multimedia piece 
Tormenta Omnis at the Craft & Folk 
Art Museum in collaboration with 
artist Gronk and the passion play 
Cristo Vive at the historic Million 
Dollar theatre & at the Orpheum 
Theatre. Films include Coco, A Place 
Among the Dead directed by Juliet 
Landau, Noriega; God’s Favorite with 
Bob Hoskins, Death in Granada with 
Andy Garcia. She’s a recording voice 
artist and her film, Dentro De La Casa 
De Bernarda Alba, was nominated 
by the Imagen Award Foundation in 
2015 as Best Short.
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DIRECTOR’S NOTE

We hope you really enjoy tonight’s 
production as much as we have 
enjoyed our rehearsal process.

Caridad Svich based her play 
on Lope de Vega’s 17th century 
old play La prueba de los ingenios 
and added to the soup a sprinkle 
of Shakespeare, a bit of David 
Bowie and Nina Simone’s 
music, a dash of contemporary 
sensitivities and a generous 
helping of modern language.

We have infused it all and with 
the help of a wonderful company 
of inspiring inventive actors and 
a magnificent talented crew we 
have created a very a satisfying 
blend of this delightful piece.

The most important lesson in this 
play is that we learn, that once again, 
love induced errors occur in any 
century and true love challenges 
all boundaries of human desire.
  —Denise Blasor
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ABOUT THE SCHOOL

Under the leadership of Dean David Bridel, the faculty and 
administration of the USC School of Dramatic Arts has 
begun to reimagine and redefine what it means to train 
dramatic artists in the 21st Century without losing the 
rigorous foundational training that has been a hallmark of 
the School for over 70 years. This flexible and contemporary 
approach responds to today’s rapidly changing media 
climate, and provides the versatile and cutting-edge 
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T I C K E T  P R I C E S   
Plays: General $15, Seniors $10, USC Students/Faculty/Staff with ID $8 
Musicals: General $20, Seniors $12, USC Students/Faculty/Staff with ID $10
P E R F O R M A N C E S  
Thurs & Fri at 7:30 p.m., Sat at 2:30 & 8 p.m. and Sun at 2:30 p.m. 
(Except where noted)

For more information, visit 
dramaticarts.usc.edu#USCSDA
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KEY:  
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BT = Bing Theatre  
MCC = McClintock Theatre


