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NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR OF MFA ACTING

We hope you will enjoy watching our graduating MFA
acting students in the plays that comprise this “rep” —
The Motherfucker with the Hat by Stephen Adly Guirgis
and Pipeline by Dominique Morisseau. This multi-play
repertory is the equivalent of the students’ master’s
thesis, and this ensemble, led by director, actor and
educator Ahmed Best, will also be creating a budgeted
short film, written, starring and produced by these
students. These three projects are the culmination of
their training and exemplifies the growth they’ve made
in their work.

—Dawvid Warshofsky

DIRECTOR’S BIO

Andrei Belgrader is a professor of theatre practice at the USC School of Dramatic
Arts. He is a theatre and television director who has also been a master teacher at the
Yale School of Drama, a professor at UCSD and Head of the Directing Department at
Juilliard. On television, he has directed numerous episodes of Monk as well as Law &
Order: Criminal Intent and the sitcom Coach. He directed extensively at major regional
theatres such as the American Repertory Theatre, Yale Repertory, the Goodman and
Seattle Repertory, as well as in New York City. Projects in New York include Beckett’s
Endgame at BAM — with John Turturro and Elaine Stritch, and 7he Cherry Orchard at
CSC — with Dianne Wiest, John Turturro and Michael Urie. Both productions were
named among the 10 best productions of the year in major publications such as 7he New
York Times and New York Magazine. The Cherry Orchard was awarded the Lucille Lortel
Award for Best Revival in 2012.



