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'The Busybody

DIRECTOR’S NOTE

When Centlivre’s play The Busybody opened in London
in 1709, the audience understood the world of the play
and recognised the characters. Bringing that world and
those characters to life for a contemporary audience
has been an exciting challenge for me and for The
Busybody cast, creative and production teams. The
actors have discovered a new way of moving and they
have learnt how to handle fans, handkerchiefs, canes and
swords. They have risen to the challenge of delivering
Centlivre’s witty language and they have learned to
play out to the audience, sharing their characters’
motives, desires and reactions. Engage with them as
they speak directly to you and let them pull you into
the intrigues of Miranda and Isabinda as they seek to
overturn the plans of the older men who control their
lives in order to marry the men they love, despite the
hapless interference of Marplot, the titular busybody.

DIRECTOR’S BIO

The Busybody is director Louise Peacock’s first show at USC. She is an associate professor

at SDA, specialising in teaching commedia dell’arte, clowning and critical approaches to the
study of comedy. Before coming to USC in 2015 from England, she directed plays and created
devised shows in a number of theatres around the UK. Specialising in comedy (in line with

her position as head of comedy here at USC), she has most recently directed Noel Coward’s
Blithe Spirit, Goldoni’s A Servant to Two Masters and Shakespeare’s Comedy of Errors. She has
also devised a number of large scale clown theatre pieces. At USC, she has also directed a
rehearsed reading of Seven (Cizmar et al.). She particularly enjoys collaborating with her cast
on how to marry the verbal wit and physical comedy of whichever show she is working on.
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ABOUT THE SCHOOL

Located in Los Angeles, a city synonymous with artistic
innovation and excellence, the top-ranked USC School
of Dramatic Arts is a leader in dramatic arts education.
The School uniquely blends artistic training in a
conservatory environment with world-class faculty
artists and the full academic experience found only
within a major research university. This close-knit,
supportive environment offers students the freedom to
explore their artistic passions. Through programs of the
highest caliber, as well as initiatives that provide access
to professional experience, students are prepared for
leadership in every facet of dramatic arts.

For more information, please visit dramaticarts.usc.edu.
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USC School of Dramatic Arts

2019 Spring Season of Plays

MFA Acting YEAR 3
Repertory
SDT Feb 1-Mar 3, 2019
Children of the Sun
By Maxim Gorky
In a new version by Andrew Upton
Directed by Kate Burton
Gnit
By Will Eno
Directed by Andrei Belgrader

Swimmers

By Rachel Bonds
Directed by David Warshofsky

The Two Gentlemen
of Verona

By William Shakespeare
Directed by Drew Barr

BT Feb 21-24, 2019

Holy Ghosts

By Romulus Linney
Directed by Jay Lee
MT Feb 28-Mar 3, 2019

The Busybody

By Susanna Centlivre
Directed by Louise Peacock
SDT Mar 28-31, 2019

Sunday in the Park
with George

Music and Lyrics

by Stephen Sondheim
Book by James Lapine
Directed by Kelly Ward
BT Mar 28-Apr 7, 2019

Rough Magic

By Roberto Aguirre-Sacasa
Directed by John DeMita
SDT Apr 18-21, 2019

Queen Margaret

By William Shakespeare

Edited by J. Steven White

Directed by Kathleen Dunn-Muzingo
MT Apr 18-21, 2019

For more information about our shows, visit

dramaticarts.usc.edu

New Works Festivals
YEAR 1
New Play Readings
Presented in association
with Playwrights’ Arena
April 2019
YEAR 2
Playwrights Workshop
Presented in association
with Latino Theatre Company
MASSMAN THEATRE Apr 5-14, 2019

YEAR 3

Play Project

Presented in association with
The Pasadena Playhouse
May 17 & 18, 2019

KEY:

SDT = Scene Dock Theatre
BT = Bing Theatre

MT = McClintock Theatre

[iyoo

#USCSDA

TICKET PRICES Plays: Gen $15, USC Students/Faculty/Staff with ID $8, Musicals: Gen $20, USC Students/Faculty/Staff with ID $10
PERFORMANCES Thurs & Fri at 7:30 p.m., Sat at 2:30 & 8 p.m. and Sun at 2:30 p.m. (Except where noted)

Fight On!

Help us increase our scholarship outreach,

career programming, and social change

initiatives. Your gift, no matter the size,

has a tremendous impact on the students
at the USC School of Dramatic Arts.
Your generosity will set the stage for

our future accomplishments!

Text-to-give today!

USC School of Dramatic Arts




