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Vocal Coach | Laura Flanagan     Scenic Artist | Madison Orgill-Rhoades
Choreographer | Lili Fuller     Assistant Stage Manager | Iman Khan

Scenic Design PA | Nelson Dial     Lighting PA | Justus Bradshaw
Crew | Van Cummerford, Perry Mattfeld, Rebecca Mellinger, Sidne Phillips, 
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WARNING Please be advised that this production contains 
smoking of an e-cigarette, and mature language and themes.

Cast of Characters (in order of appearance)

P A R T  1

What We’re Up Against
STU   Troy Guthrie

BEN   Zachary Roozen

Great To See You
RUDY   Ethan Haslam

LIZA   Molly Chiffer
JILL   Audrey Halaas-Voorhees

Big Mistake
BRIAN   Kyle deCamp

PAUL   Miles Kath
LORNA   Gabriela Ortega

ANNIE   Sydnée Ann Grant
BARTENDER   Jonathan von Mering

Train To Brooklyn
JULIA   Elena K. Dole
HOLLY   Molly Chiffer 

STEPHANIE   Delaney Rowe

Katie and Frank
KATIE   Madalina Nastase

FRANK   Ethan Haslam

P A R T  2

How We Get To Where 
We’re Going

BRIANNA   Bella Delong
PETRA   Sydnée Ann Grant 

Walk
MAN   Tucker Aust

WOMAN   Marlee Learner

The Actress
MIKE   Jonathan von Mering

NINA   Gabriela Ortega

Candy Heart 
MONICA   Elena K. Dole
BRENDA   Delaney Rowe

BARTENDER   Jonathan von Mering 

Aftermath
SAM   Ben Gail

DENISE   Bella Delong



DIRECTOR’S NOTE
Tonight’s program is the first public presentation of 
our second year BFA Acting class. Some of the students 
in the class have performed in other SDA and ISP 
productions, but this is their first outing as a company. 
And, in a sense, the culmination of their first two years 
of training. It is not so easy to find a play for eight strong 
men and nine strong women that challenges all and gives 
each student a featured role and a story to tell. We found 
the perfect solution in the short plays of Theresa Rebeck 
(Spike Heels, Sunday on the Rocks, Mauritius, etc.) We 
are presenting 10 short one act plays by Ms. Rebeck, 
presented under the title What We’re Up Against the 
title of one of them. In each of them Ms. Rebeck is able 
to give us a complete story (these are not excerpts, but 
complete scripts with a depth and detail of many plays 
that call themselves full length). We have found this work 
to be challenging, deceptively complex, very actable and, 
ultimately, both hard work and great fun. 
Hope you enjoy.

DIRECTOR’S BIO
Jack Rowe is the Director of BFA Acting, Artistic Director 
and an Associate Professor of Theatre Practice at the 
USC School of Dramatic Arts. He teaches acting classes 
in both the BA and BFA programs and directs School of 
Dramatic Arts productions regularly. He is a founding 
member of the Company Theatre, a Los Angeles-based 
theatre company begun by USC graduates in 1967. 
During its 12-year existence, the Company received 
awards and acclaim from Los Angeles drama critics and 
the national press, including such publications as Time, 
Newsweek and The New Yorker. Rowe worked with the 
Company as an actor, director, stage manager, composer 
and musician. He began his professional affiliation with the 
School of Dramatic Arts in 1979.
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We hope you will consider 
becoming a member. 
For more information about 
giving to the School of Dramatic 
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*Represents multi-year pledge

SUPPORTERS OF DRAMATIC ARTS

The USC School of Dramatic Arts would like to recognize the generosity of the following individuals and 
organizations who have supported the School with a gift of $1,000 or more over the past year towards core 
annual programs such as production, guest artists, scholarship and the Dean’s Strategic Fund. We recognize 
at the visionary level those donors whose tremendous generosity has reached the cumulative giving level  
of $1 million+ and whose foresight and extraordinary commitment has helped secure our role as one of the 
leading dramatic arts programs in the country and laid the foundation for our continued prominence and 
future achievements.
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Patrick J. Adams
Lisa Barkett
Todd Black
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Michael Felix
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Jimmy Miller
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Steve & Abbey Braverman
Suzanne Bruce, MD 
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Anne Helgen & Michael Gilligan 
Ernest & Raphael Morgan
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Lauren & David Rush

ABOU T THE SCHOOL

Located in Los Angeles, a city synonymous with 
artistic innovation and excellence, the top-ranked 
USC School of Dramatic Arts is a leader in dramatic 
arts education. The School uniquely blends artistic 
training in a conservatory environment with world-
class faculty artists and the full academic experience 
found only within a major research university. 
This close-knit, supportive environment offers 
students the freedom to explore their artistic 
passions. Through programs of the highest caliber, as 
well as initiatives that provide access to professional 
experience, students are prepared for leadership in 
every facet of dramatic arts. For more information, 
please visit http://dramaticarts.usc.edu.
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To Gillian on 
Her 37th Birthday
By Michael Brady
Directed by Cameron Watson
Scene Dock Theatre
October 2–5, 2014

4.48 Psychosis
By Sarah Kane
Directed by Paul Backer
McClintock Theatre
October 2–5, 2014

Dark of the Moon
By Howard Richardson 
and William Berney
Directed by John DeMita
Bing Theatre
October 9–12, 2014

The Dream of 
the Burning Boy
By David West Read
Directed by Edward Edwards
Scene Dock Theatre
October 23–26, 2014

Summer Brave
By William Inge
Directed by Robert Bailey
McClintock Theatre
October 30–November 2, 2014

Cat Among the Pigeons
By Georges Feydeau
Translated by John Mortimer
Directed by Michael Keenan
Bing Theatre
November 6–9, 2014

Anna in the Tropics
By Nilo Cruz 
Directed by Denise Blasor
McClintock Theatre
November 20–23, 2014

The American Clock
By Arthur Miller
Directed by Cameron Watson
Scene Dock Theatre
November 20–23, 2014

MFA Acting 
Spring Repertory*
Scene Dock Theatre
February 7–March 8, 2015

The Seagull
By Anton Chekhov
Directed by Kate Burton

The Servant of 
Two Masters
By Carlo Goldoni
Translated by Sylvie Drake
Directed by 
Andy Robinson

Blood Match 
By Oliver Mayer 
Inspired by the play 
Bodas de Sangre 
by Federico García Lorca
Directed by David Bridel

Red Noses
By Peter Barnes
Directed by Stephanie Shroyer
McClintock Theatre
February 26–March 1, 2015

As You Like It
By William Shakespeare
Directed by Michael Arabian
Bing Theatre
March 5–8, 2015

The Way of the World
By William Congreve
Directed by John DeMita
Scene Dock Theatre
April 2–5, 2015

Grease
Book, Music and Lyrics by 
Jim Jacobs and Warren Casey
Directed by Jeff Maynard 
Bing Theatre 
April 2–12, 2015

The Waiting Room
By Lisa Loomer
Directed by Larissa Kokernot 
McClintock Theatre
April 9–12, 2015

New Works Festival Year 2
The Master of Fine Arts 
in Dramatic Writing 
Playwrights Workshop
Massman Theatre
April 10–26, 2015

What We’re Up Against
By Theresa Rebeck
Directed by Jack Rowe
McClintock Theatre
April 23–26, 2015

Crumbs from 
the Table of Joy
By Lynn Nottage
Directed by Gregg T. Daniel
Scene Dock Theatre
April 23–26, 2015

New Works Festival Year 3
The Master of Fine Arts in
Dramatic Writing Play Project
The Carrie Hamilton Theatre at 
The Pasadena Playhouse
May 26–30, 2015

possibilitiesA place of

For tickets and information, visit dramaticarts.usc.edu


