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Lydia Languish
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Gabriela Bonet
Mrs. Malaprop
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Sir Anthony Absolute
Shaun Heard
Captain Absolute
Michael Khachanov
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Richard James O’Young
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DIRECTOR’S BIO  
Andy Robinson, a Professor of Theatre Practice in the School of Dramatics Arts, 
is a graduate of The New School for Social Research and a Fulbright Scholar to 
the London Academy of Music and Dramatic Arts. He has worked as an actor and 
director in theatre, film, and TV for over 50 years. In 2004, Andy was asked to create 
the current USC MFA actor-training program. His theatre memoir, Stepping Into 
the Light: Sources of an Actor’s Craft, was recently published by Figueroa Press.
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DIRECTOR’S NOTE  
When Richard Brinsley Sheridan’s comedy, The Rivals, was first 
performed it was received poorly, which usually buried a play in 
1775 London. Sheridan, however, took note of the criticisms and 
in 11 days rewrote the play and gave it a second performance to 
glowing reviews. He was a young man on the make in a theatre 
scene where only the sharpest wit and language survived an 
audience easily diverted by their own witty conversation, and 
his first play reflects this ambitious and contending energy.

The Rivals is a perfect title for a play that depicts rivalries 
of various shapes and levels. There’s the obvious rivalry of 
the suitors sniffing around the beautiful and wealthy Lydia 
Languish, the odd rivalry of Ensign Beverley and Captain 
Absolute (the same person) that sets off the action of the play, 
and the rivalry that leads to dueling with swords and pistols.

On a deeper level, the rivalry is between men and women. This 
was a patriarchal society, and women were often used as pawns and 
bargaining chips, subject to the marriage contracts drawn up by 
their keepers. Listen to how the rivalries of the two young couples 
— Lydia and Captain Absolute, Faulkland and Julia — play out.

And on an even deeper level there’s a rivalry within each character. For 
me, this inner dynamic is what makes the play worth revisiting, and it 
is most clearly and agonizingly expressed in the character of Faulkland 
who struggles between his true feelings for Julia and loyalty to the 
conventions of male prerogative. But it’s the character of Mrs. Malaprop 
that may be the most ingenious rendering of an inner rivalry. Each of 
her “malapropisms” (yes, the word comes from this character) reflects the 
tension between what she wants to say and the seemingly inappropriate 
word she chooses to say it. Every one of her malapropisms reveals a 
deeper meaning; it’s almost as if they were escape valves for her subtext.

Please lend your ear to this play. It still has a lot to say about us.
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ABOUT THE SCHOOL

Located in Los Angeles, a city synonymous with artistic 
innovation and excellence, the top-ranked USC School of 
Dramatic Arts is a leader in dramatic arts education. 
The School uniquely blends artistic training in a conservatory 
environment with world-class faculty artists and the full 
academic experience found only within a major research 
university. This close-knit, supportive environment offers 
students the freedom to explore their artistic passions. 
Through programs of the highest caliber, as well as initiatives 
that provide access to professional experience, students are 
prepared for leadership in every facet of dramatic arts. 
For more information, please visit dramaticarts.usc.edu. 

Passion. 
Rigor. 
Excellence.

SUPPORTERS OF DRAMATIC ARTS

We hope you will consider becoming a member. For more information about giving to the 
School of Dramatic Arts, please contact Sara Fousekis at 213-821-4047 or fousekis@usc.edu.

The USC School of Dramatic Arts would like to recognize the generosity of the following individuals and 
organizations who have supported the School with a gift over the past year towards core programs such 
as production, guest artists, scholarship and the Dean’s Strategic Fund. We recognize at the visionary level 
those donors whose tremendous generosity has reached the cumulative giving level of $1 million+. Their 
extraordinary commitment has built the foundation for our continued prominence and future achievements.

*Represents multi-year pledge

VISIONARY CIRCLE

Dr. & Mrs. Peter Bing and the 		
	 Anna H. Bing Living Trust
Steve Braverman*
George N. Burns Trust
Katherine B. Loker
Martin Massman Trust
Robert & Elizabeth Plumleigh 		
	 in memory of 
	 Karen Plumleigh Cortney*
Alice, Teresa & Byron Pollitt

DEAN’S CIRCLE

George & Dyan Getz*
Michael P. Huseby Family*
Brian & Dianne Morton*
Steve & Jerri Nagelberg*
Albert & Bessie Warner Fund

PATRONS OF TRIBUTE

Ramute Backer
Barnett Charitable Foundation*
Richard & Lori Berke*
Michael & Debbie Felix*
Seth & Vicki Kogan*
Edit & Edward Komberg*
Joshua & Siobhan Korman 		
	 Philanthropic Fund*
The Lederer Family*
Sally & Howard Oxley
	 in honor of  Madeline Puzo*
Linda Bernstein Rubin 
	 & Tony Rubin*
Jeff & Cathie Thermond
James & Leslie Visnic*

SEASON SPONSORS

Elizabeth & Thomas Dammeyer 
Lionel F. Conacher & Joan T. Dea*
Scott & Deborah DeVries*
Sorin Eremia
Kathryn & John Gilbertson
The Kalkhurst Family*
Michael & Melissa Meyers*
Lauren & David Rush* 
Suzanne Bruce, MD 
	 & Malcolm Waddell* 
Meryl & Marc Winnikoff

EXECUTIVE PRODUCERS

Anonymous
The California Wellness Foundation
The H.N. and Frances C. Berger 		
	 Foundation
Alexander & Megan LoCasale*
Ernest & Raphael Morgan*
Mary Reveles Pallares*

PRODUCERS

Anonymous
Alex Cohen
Jerome & Jacqueline Day
Roger & Michele Dedeaux 		
	 Engemann
Brad & Ally Fuller
Jason Grebin 
	 & Lorie Kombert-Grebin
Melissa Posen 
	 & Lawrence Hirschhorn 
Mark J. & Elizabeth L. Kogan 		
	 Philanthropic Fund
Jeff Kribs
Gary & Karen Lask
Marshall Sonenshine 
	 & Therese Rosenblatt

DIRECTORS

Jonathan & Adrienne Anderle
Randolph & Ellen Beatty
Bloomfield Family Foundation
John & Leslie Burns
Gregory & Marci Foster
Pat & Cindy Haden from 
	 The Rose Hills Foundation
Donna Isaacson
Christine Marie Ofiesh
Aileen & James Reilly
Ramona Stark Sands
Robert R. Scales 
	 in memory of 			 
	 Suzanne Grossmann Scales
Rik Toulon
Michael and Norma Wank
Richard & Diane Weinberg

PATRONS

Anonymous
Joan Beber
The Emanuel Bachmann Foundation
Barbara Cotler
Steve & Cindy Fitz

PATRONS (CONTINUED)

Laurie & William Garrett
Tom & Noelle Hicks
Melvin & Doris Hughes
Todd & Victoria Johnson
James & Margaret Kelly
Steve & Emily Reynolds
Meredith Rowley
Carole Shammas & Darryl Holter
Anne Tally
Ruth Tuomala & Ernest Cravalho
J.W. Woodruff and Ethel I. 		
	 Woodruff Foundation

ANGELS

Anonymous
Suzanne & Gadi Ben-Menachem
Mark H. Bevan
Yvonne M. Bogdanovich
Sara Bancroft-Clair & Pierson Clair
The Casa Luca Foundation, Inc.
Cleared by Ashley, Inc.
Dr. J. Perren Cobb 
	 & Mrs. Cynthia Cobb
Mr. & Mrs. Gabriel Dassa
Freddie & Andrea Fenster
Jeff & Marie Fishman
James & Joanne Hunter 
	 Family Trust
David & Debra Jensen
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Kane
L. Michael & Karen Kelly
Jane & David Long
Marguerite E. MacIntyre
Holly & Andrew McCloskey
Brian & Linnell McRee
Cathy Moretti
Scott S. Mullet 
	 & Jenelle Anne Marsh-Mullet
Dr. Willa Olsen
Tomm Polos
Madeline Puzo
Tim & Vicki Rutter
John & Cyndy Scotti
Pranav Shah
Rick & Jeanne Silverman
Abe & Annika Somer
Gloria A. Vogt-Nilsen
Carol & Grover Wilson



T I C K E T  P R I C E S  	
General $10, Seniors or Faculty/Staff $8, Students $5 
MUSICALS: General $15, Seniors or Faculty/Staff $10, Students $6
P E R F O R M A N C E S 	
Thurs & Fri at 7 p.m., Sat at 2:30 & 8 p.m. 
and Sun at 2:30 p.m. (Unless noted otherwise)

For more information about our shows, visit 
dramaticarts.usc.edu

KEY:  SDT = Scene Dock Theatre  BT = Bing Theatre  MT = McClintock Theatre

#USCSDA

A Lie of the Mind
By Sam Shepard
Directed by Alan Freeman
SDT Sept 29 — Oct 2, 2016

Mockingbird 
By Julie Jensen
Directed by Andi Chapman
MT Sept 29 — Oct 2, 2016

A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream
By William Shakespeare
Directed by Jeanette Harrison
BT Oct 6-9, 2016

Escape from Happiness
By George F. Walker
Directed by Christopher Shaw
SDT Oct 20-23, 2016

Side Show 
Book and Lyrics by Bill Russell 
Music and Lyrics by 
Henry Krieger
Directed by VP Boyle
MT Oct 27-30, 2016

Romeo and Juliet
By William Shakespeare  
Directed by Kelly Ward
BT Nov 3-6, 2016

Magnolia
By Regina Taylor
Directed by Khanisha Foster
MT Nov 17-20, 2016

Middletown
By Will Eno
Directed by Andrei Belgrader
SDT Nov 17-20, 2016

MFA Acting Repertory
SDT Feb 3-Mar 5, 2017

Uncle Vanya
By Anton Chekhov
Translated by 
Sharon Marie Carnicke
Directed by Gregg T. Daniel

Angels in America, 
Part One: Millennium 
Approaches
By Tony Kushner
Directed by John Rubinstein

Antigone X
By Paula Cizmar
Based on the play by Sophocles
Directed by 
Anita Dashiell-Sparks 

The Rivals
By Richard Brinsley Sheridan
Directed by Andy Robinson
BT Feb 23-26, 2017

The Kentucky Cycle
By Robert Schenkkan 
Directed by Stephanie Shroyer
MT Mar 2-7, 2017

Facing Our Truth:            
Ten Minute Plays on 
Trayvon, Race and Privilege
By A. Rey Pamatmat, Dan 
O’Brien, Dominique Morisseau, 
Mona Mansour, Winter Miller, 
Marcus Gardley, Tala Manassah, 
Quetzal Flores
Directed by Shirley Jo Finney
SDT March 30-April 2, 2017

Evita  
Lyrics by Tim Rice
Music by Andrew Lloyd Webber 
Directed by Tim Dang
BT March 30- April 9, 2017

Mr. Burns, 
a post-electric play
By Anne Washburn
Score by Michael Friedman 
Lyrics by Anne Washburn 
Directed by John DeMita
SDT April 20-23, 2017

Spring Awakening
By Frank Wedekind
Translated by Edward Bond
Directed by Laura Flanagan
MT April 20-23, 2017

New Works Festivals
Y E A R  1
New Play Readings
Parkside International 
Residential College,  
Room 1016 | May 1, 2017

Y E A R  2
Playwrights Workshop
Massman Theatre
Apr 7–23, 2017

Y E A R  3
Play Project
Carrie Hamilton Theatre 
at The Pasadena Playhouse 
May 19-20, 2017

2016/17 Season of Plays


