


                     

SPRING 2011 SCHEDULE

Ticket Information
SHOWTIMES
(except where noted otherwise)
Thu. & Fri. at 7pm • Sat. at 2:30 & 8pm • Sun. at 2:30pm
*Please see website below for performance schedule

TICKET PRICES
PLAYS: General Admission $10 • Seniors or USC Faculty/Staff with ID $8 • USC Students with ID $5
MUSICALS: General Admission $15 • Seniors or USC Faculty/Staff with ID $10 • USC Students with ID $6
NEW WORKS FESTIVAL YEAR TWO: All tickets $5
NEW WORKS FESTIVAL YEAR THREE: Admission is free and will be available at the door on a 
first-come, first-served basis.

For tickets and information: www.usc.edu/spectrum • arts@usc.edu • 213-740-2167

THE M.F.A. ACTINg
SPRINg REPERTORY*
Feb. 5 – Mar. 6  /  Scene Dock Theatre

 THREE SISTERS
By Anton Chekhov
Directed by Kate Burton

FORgET MY NAME
By the M.F.A. in Acting 3 Class
Conceived & Directed by David Bridel

TWELFTH NIgHT 
By William Shakespeare
Directed by Andrew J. Robinson

ANNA KARENINA
By Leo Tolstoy 
Adapted by Helen Edmundson
Directed by Dan Bonnell
Mar. 3 – 6  /  Bing Theatre

BALM IN gILEAD
By Lanford Wilson
Directed by Stephanie Shroyer
Mar. 3 – 6  /  McClintock Theatre

THE HOUSE OF BERNARDA ALBA
By Federico Garcia Lorca
Adapted by Chay Yew
Directed by Jack Rowe
Mar. 31 – Apr. 3  /  Scene Dock Theatre

ON THE TOWN*
Music by Leonard Bernstein
Book and Lyrics by Betty Comden and 
Adolph Green
Directed by John Rubinstein
Mar. 31 – Apr. 10  /  Bing Theatre

THE gREEN BIRD
By Carlo Gozzi
Adapted by David Bridel
Directed by Debbie McMahon
Apr. 7 – 10  /  McClintock Theatre

NEW WORKS FESTIVAL YEAR TWO
THE M.F.A. IN DRAMATIC WRITINg 
PLAYWRIgHTS WORKSHOP*
Apr. 8 – 24  /  Massman Theatre

WIND RIVER
By Kirsa Rein
Directed by Robert Bailey

THE BEARDED gIRL
By Rachel Skytt
Directed by Jon Lawrence Rivera

THE QUIET OF THE STORM
By Caroline Adan
Directed by Laural Meade

MOTHER COURAgE AND 
HER CHILDREN
By Bertolt Brecht
Adapted by David Hare
Directed by L. Zane
Apr. 21 – 24  /  McClintock Theatre

NAgA-MANDALA
By Girish Karnad
Directed by Gregg T. Daniel
Apr. 21 – 24  /  Scene Dock Theatre

DANCE CONCERT
SPRINg DANCE MIgRATION*
Directed by Angeliki Papadakis
Apr. 28 & 29  /  Bing Theatre

NEW WORKS FESTIVAL YEAR THREE
THE MASTER OF FINE ARTS 
PLAY PROJECT*
May 23 – 27  /  McClintock Theatre

THE BLUE HOUR
By Cort Brinkerhoff

I CHANgED MY MIND, I’M FINE
By Stephanie Swirsky



                     

THE USC SCHOOL OF THEATRE

presents

April 21 – 24, 2011
Scene Dock Theatre

By Girish Karnad

with

Shalini Bathina • André Bradford • Fiona Collinson

Micheal Conoscenti • Miya Folick • Helena Hamilton

Margaret Ivey • Shaheed Sabrin • Lupita Salazar

Sohina Sidhu • Diana Vaden

SCENIC DESIGN

Kate Thomas
LIGHTING DESIGN

Sarah Steinman

SOUND DESIGN & 
STAGE MANAGER

Jasmine-Joy Cason

HAIR &
MAKE-UP DESIGN

Katrina Barnes

COSTUME DESIGN

Jordan Schames

CHOREOGRAPHER

Shivani Thakkar

DIRECTED BY

Gregg T. Daniel

Produced by special arrangement with girish Karnad.



                     

CAST OF CHARACTERS
(In Order of Appearance)

The Man ......................................................................................André Bradford

Flame ...........................................................................................Lupita Salazar

Flame ...........................................................................................Helena Hamilton

Flame ...........................................................................................Sohina Sidhu

Flame ...........................................................................................Fiona Collinson

Flame, Cobra ..............................................................................Diana Vaden

The Story ...................................................................................Miya Folick

Appanna, Naga ...........................................................................Shaheed Sabrin

Rani .............................................................................................Shalini Bathina

Kappanna ....................................................................................Michael Conscenti

Kurdavva .....................................................................................Margaret Ivey

.....................................................................................................(out

....................................................................................................
PLACE

India
At a temple and a house.

There will be one fifteen-minute intermission.

WARNING
Please be advised that this production contains mature language and themes.



                     

Music Direction .........................................................................Paul Livingstone

Vocal Coach ...............................................................................Margaret Kemp

Fight Choreography ...................................................................Edgar Landa

Scenic Artist ...............................................................................Kimberly Lyons 

Assistant Scenic Design ............................................................Esther Chung

Assistant Costume Design ........................................................Victoria Tam

Assistant Sound Design .............................................................Mario Mottley
.....................................................................................................Morgan Pavey

Assistant Stage Manager ...........................................................Annelisha Dixon

Properties Coordinator ............................................................Kelly Ridder

Properties Shopper ...................................................................Sarah Krainin

Crew ...........................................................................................Camille Devoney
.....................................................................................................Joshua Kirshner
.....................................................................................................Evan Leach
.....................................................................................................Kara Ludke
.....................................................................................................Julie Rios
.....................................................................................................Kristen Villarreal
.....................................................................................................Anne-Marie White

Music

Original Music composed and performed by Paul Livingstone.
....................................................................................................

PRODUCTION STAFF



                     

DIRECTOR’S BIO

Gregg T. Daniel is a graduate of NYU’s Tisch School of the Arts. For USC SOT, he directed 
George C.Wolfe’s The Colored Museum. He is the Artistic Director of Lower Depth Theatre 
Ensemble, an L.A.-based theatre company which mounts work, “through the lens of the 
artist of color.” Gregg directed LDTE’s inaugural production, Three Sisters after Chekhov by 
Mustapha Matura (www.lowerdepththeatreensemble.org). Other directing credits include 
Heroes by Tom Stoppard for The Group Rep Theatre, War Stories by Joyce Guy for LATC 
and I Am My Own Wife by Doug Wright for Theatre 150 in Ojai, CA.

DIRECTOR’S NOTE

With Naga-Mandala (Play with A Cobra), prominent Indian playwright Girish Karnad weaves 
together two traditional Indian oral tales. One of an unhappy bride, “who spends her lonely 
hours conjuring fantasies, dreams and illusions to give her life meaning.” Her life changes 
when an enchanted Cobra appears to her, becomes her lover, all while looking remarkably 
like her abusive husband.

The second tale is of a playwright who has received the, “curse of death” for writing bad 
plays. His only hope of escape is to stay awake one whole night before the end of the 
month. A task he finds far easier said than done.

In Naga-Mandala, Karnad sets into motion a compelling world of magic realism examining 
the relationships between truth and falsehood, the sacred and profane and ultimately the 
shifting roles of woman in a patriarchal society.

SPECIAL THANKS

Christina Haatainen-Jones, Girish Karnad, Jack Rowe, Shivani Thakkar, Els Collins, 
Stephanie Shroyer, Shirley Jo Finney, Edgar Landa, Veralyn Jones, Kennedy Daniel.



                     

DEAN
Madeline Puzo

ASSOCIATE DEANS
Professor Sharon Marie Carnicke

Professor Velina Hasu Houston (Director Of Dramatic Writing)
Associate Professor Of Theatre Practice Jack Rowe (Artistic Director)

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS
Margo Apostolos (Director Of Dance)

Meiling Cheng (Director Of Critical Studies)
Don Llewellyn (Director Of Scenic Design)

Oliver Mayer

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS
Luis Alfaro

Angus Fletcher
Christina Haatainen-Jones (Director Of Design)

Tom Ontiveros
Sibyl Wickersheimer

PROFESSORS OF THEATRE PRACTICE
Andrei Belgrader

Charlotte Cornwell
Natsuko Ohama

Brian Parsons (Director Of Undergraduate Acting)
Andrew J. Robinson (Director Of MFA in Acting)

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS OF THEATRE PRACTICE
Paul Backer (Director Of Undergraduate Voice and Movement)

Brent Blair (Director Of MA in Applied Theatre Arts)
David Bridel (Associate Director Of MFA in Acting)

Joseph Hacker
Duncan Mahoney
Stephanie Shroyer

Eric Trules
L. Zane

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS OF THEATRE PRACTICE
Elsbeth M. Collins

Anita Dashiell-Sparks
Mary-Joan Negro

ADJUNCT FACULTY
Tony Abatemarco, Philip G. Allen, Joe Anthony, Robert Bailey, Corbett Barklie, Joe Bays,

Jason Robert Brown, Anne Burk, Louis Butelli, Frank Catalano, Julian Cha, Stacie Chaiken, Paula Cizmar,
Debra DeLiso, Barbara Dodge, Kathleen Dunn-Muzingo, Frank Dwyer, Kiyomi Emi, Dan Fishbach, 

Laura Flanagan, Jeff Flowers, Jay Fuentes, Parmer Fuller, Rafael Garcia, Miranda Garrison, Michael Goodrich,
Terry Gordon, Alexander Greschenko, Takeshi Hamagaki, Elizabeth Hogan, Paula Holt, Takeshi Kata, Michael Keenan, 

Mary K Klinger, Shishir Kurup, Edgar Landa, Rachael Lawrence, Joey Letteri, Vicki Lewis, Victoria Looseleaf, 
Helene Lorenz, Kevin McCorkle, Gates McFadden, Melissa Manchester, Babette Markus, Randy Mell, Jon Monastero, 

Ntare Guma Mbaho Mwine, Jacqueline Pavlich, Leah Piehl, Debra Piver, Valerie Rachelle, Jon Lawrence Rivera,
John Rubinstein, Mady Schutzman, Vika Teplinskaya, Doug Tompos, Julie Welch, Kenji Yamaguchi

Courtesy Joint Appointments: Thomas G. Cummings, Larry E. Greiner (Emeritus), Bruce Smith



FRIENDS OF THEATRE

The USC School of Theatre would like to recognize the tremendous generosity of the following individuals 

and organizations whose cumulative giving has exceeded $1 million. Their foresight and commitment to the 

arts and higher education have helped transform the School into a leader in theatre education:

VISIONARY CIRCLE
Dr. & Mrs. Peter Bing and the Anna H. Bing Living Trust

George N. Burns Trust
Katherine B. Loker

Robert & Elizabeth Plumleigh in memory of Karen Plumleigh Cortney

We are grateful to those who have given wisdom, talent, time and financial resources to 

the benefit of the School’s Annual Fund in addition to scholarship support. The following 

members have made pledges of $1,000 or more over the past year:

SEASON SPONSORS
Eric T. Kalkhurst & Nora K. Hui

EXECUTIVE PRODUCERS
Anonymous • Lisa & Bill Barkett

Roger & Michele Dedeaux Engemann

Michael & Debbie Felix • Catherine Gousha

PRODUCERS
Anonymous • Inger A. Armour Ong • Dawn Balcazar • Lynn Davis Lasher

Sheila & Jeff Lipinsky • Gary & Karen Lask • James Low • Martin Massman • Meredith & Drew Rowley

Robert R. Scales in memory of Suzanne Grossmann Scales • Richard & Diane Weinberg

BOARD OF COUNCILORS

David Anderle • Lisa Barkett • Tim Curry • Lauren Shuler Donner
Tate Donovan • Michele Dedeaux Engemann (Founding Chair)

Michael Gilligan (Chair, USC School of Theatre Parents Council) • Robert Greenblatt
Patti Gribow* • Susan A. Grode • Paula Holt • Donna Isaacson • Gary Lask

Sheila Lipinsky • Laurence Mark • Martin Massman* • Jimmy Miller • Madeline Puzo 
Andy Tennant • Allison Thomas • Rik Toulon • Joe Tremaine • Richard Weinberg (Chair)

* on leave of absence



DIRECTORS
David Anderle • MaryLou Boone • John & Leslie Burns

Lauren Shuler Donner & Richard Donner • Tate Donovan

Michael Gilligan & Anne Helgen • Susan A. Grode • Eleanor Grossman

Candace & Clement Hirsch • Sharon Cawthra Morrison

Fred & Emily Nason • Sally & Howard Oxley in honor of Dean Madeline Puzo

Robert & Elizabeth Plumleigh in honor of Claire Cortney • Bruce & Madeline Ramer

Allison Thomas & Gary Ross • Rik Toulon • Cynthia & Jan van Eck • Jim & Leslie Visnic

Malcolm Waddell & Suzanne Bruce • Linda Yu

PATRONS
Anonymous • The Emanuel Bachmann Foundation • Dore Brown & Charles Thurston

Barbara Cotler • Lynda & Al Fadel • Joan Gardner • Marcy & Roger Hahn

Liz & Ira Krottinger • Alexander LoCasale • Steven & Sylvia Ré

ANGELS
Anonymous • Arts in Action • Randolph P. Beatty • Dr. Rosula A. Bell in honor of Luisa S. Andaya

Stacy & Clark Brown • Kathryn & Lawrence Bryan • Caroline Choi • Susan Cymrot • Gail & Jim Ellis

David Emmes & Paula Tomei • Freddie & Andrea Fenster • Debra & Gary Fields • William & Marcia Frank

Lynda & Thomas Gorman • Marilou & Mark Hamill • Debbie & Terry Hammer • Peggy Kehr & Jack Catton

Laura Langford • The Bridges Larson Foundation • Deena & Mitchell Lew • Stephen M. Moloney

John Mucci • Mary Lou & William Mullin • Robert & Debbie Myman • Christine Marie Ofiesh

Brian Nelson • Mary Pallares • Gerald Eugene Paul • Tawana & Raul Pedraza • Julie & Larry Peha

Dean Madeline Puzo • Virginia & Si Ramo • Nancy Ritter • Andrew J. & Irene Robinson

Jeanette Shammas • Rick Silverman • Nancy Sinatra, Sr. • Karla & Briggs Stahl

Andreas Steiner & Ulrike Stednitz • Danny Strong • Ruth Tuomala & Ernest Cravalho

Jeff & Sharon Walsh • Rebecca & John Walsh in honor of Jordan Walsh

Lynne & Stephen Wheeler • Woodell-Mascall Family • Bill & Jeanie Zwiener

We hope that you will consider becoming a member as well. For more information about

giving to the School of Theatre, please contact Chris Cook at 213.821.4047 or cc.cook@usc.edu.

FRIENDS OF THEATREFRIENDS OF THEATRE



                     

PRODUCTION STAFF
Director Of Production: Elsbeth M. Collins

Technical Director: Duncan Mahoney
Assistant Technical Directors: Michael Etzrodt, Michael Wiskow

Theatre Manager: CB Borger
Assistant Theatre Managers: Fionnegan Justus Murphy, Christopher Paci 

Costume Shop Manager: Howard Schmitt
Costume Technicians: Susan Hubler, Charlotte Stratton

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
DEAN’S OFFICE

Executive Assistant: Elizabeth West
Administrative Assistant: Sonia De Mesa

Information Technology Manager: Prakash Shirke
Internship & Visiting Artist Coordinator: Meghan Laughlin

STUDENT AFFAIRS
Assistant Dean: Lori Ray Fisher

Director of Academic & Student Services: Sergio Ramirez
Academic Advisors: Enrica Hodder, Leon Strayer

Admissions Counselor: Phyllis Lemons
Scheduler: Helga Matthews

Graduate Program Coordinator: Guadalupe Chavez
Administrative Coordinator: Nathan Morrison

BUSINESS AFFAIRS
Assistant Dean: Virginia Mack-Ross

Budget Analyst/Home Dept. Coordinator: Crystal Balthrop

COMMUNICATIONS
Assistant Dean: Tony Sherwood

Special Events Coordinator: Jackie Reed
Communications Coordinator: Marcus Gualberto

DEVELOPMENT
Assistant Dean: Chris Cook

Director of Major Gifts: Billie Ortiz
Director of Donor Relations: Kimberly Muhlbach

Development Assistant: J.D. Brown






